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Gathered out of the Worp of Gop; 
and agreed upon by the ELDERS and 

| Meffengers of the CHURCHES 

f affembled in the Synod at | , 


NEW-E NGLAND:. 1 


To be prefented to the Churches and General Court. a 
for theix Confideration and Acceptance | 
in the Lord. 


How Aoatable ave thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hofts ? Pfal. 84.1. 
Lord have loved the Habitation of thy Houfe, and place where Thine 
ae Honor dwelleth. Pfal. 26. 8. / j 
thing have I defired of the Lord, that I will feek after, toat I may dwelt 
es. the Hl onfe of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beanty of the. 
Lord, and to inquire in his Temple. Pial. 27. 40. 
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< 1p New-England ; andReprinted in Lowtlas for Peter Cole, at- if 
Printed in giana; ane 3 
PO: => RAE fign of the Printing- Prefs in Cornhil, near the 

| Royal Exhcange. 16 5 3 
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To all that are Faithful in Chrift Jefus, ef{pecially ] 
to the Godiy of the (ommon-Wealth of England, 1 
and the Nations thereunto belonging ; Grace, _ 


Mercy, and Peace. 


TW) Bloved in our Lord and Savior , being employed as an Agent — 
) from New-England thefe Six years paft, tothe Right Hoe | 
norabl the prefent Parliament of England, upon fome weighs 
ty occaftous: Amongfbother Papers of concernment that came to my 
hands from thence, I received fometime ince, this enfuing Treatife 
_ from divers of the Reverend Elders there, with liberty to ‘Re-print 
tas Tfaw occafion ; Te being intituled, A Platform of Church- 
| . Dilciplin gathered out ofthe Word ofGod,and agreed up- 
| . onby the Elders and Meffengers ofehe'Churches Affem- 
| bled in the Synod at Cambridge in New-England, to be pre- 
| fented to the Churches and general CouitfortheirConfi- 
deration and acceptance in the Lord. It would be too long for 
me to infert the many Things that have occafioned the Delay of Rez 
| printing tt ; But meeting of late with a Coppy thereof Re-printed, | 
not only ina diforderly way but very Falfly,to the great prejudice of 
the Work ; the Proofs in the margent (among ft other grofs Errors) 
‘not rightly placed, and fo not proving the matter againft which they. *' 
ave fet; I made it therefore my work to Supprefs that ImprefSion,, 
and have gained a Promife,T hey fhail never come to publick fale? : 
| | ati | 
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PEELLOLELEEPEDD SEALE SEL ESH DAA ESOL Sd 
Books Printed by Peter Cole in Leaden-Hall, London, 4nd } 
are tobe fold at his Shop at the fign of the Printin g-Prefs in | 


Seven Books of Mv. Jeremiah Burroughs, lately 
publifbed 3 As alfo the Texts of Scripture ip- 
on which they are evoundeds 


| i The Rare Jewel of chriftian Contentment, on 

| _ -Phil.4. 11. Wherein is fhewed, 1. What Con- 

tentment is, 2. It isan holy Art and. Myftery, 

_ 3. The Excellencies of ir, 4. The Evil of the 

, contrary fin of Murmuring, and the Aggrava- 

| tions of it. ; 

| 2 Gofpel-vorfhip, on Levit. 10. 3. Wherein is 

_ fhewed, 1 The right manner of the Worthip 

of God in general 3 and particularly, In Hea- 

| ting the Word, Receiving the Lords Supper, 
| and Prayer. 

3 Gofpel-Converfation, on Phil.t.17. Wherein 
is fhewed, 1 That the Converfations of Be- 
leevers muft be above what could be by the 
light of Nature, 2 Beyond thofe that lived un- 
der the Law, 3 And fatable to what Truths 
the Gofpel holds forth. To which is added, The 
Mifery of thofe men that have their Portion in 

this Life only, on Pfal.t7.14 

4 A Treatile of Earthly-mindedne. Wherein is 

| fhewed, x What Earthly-mindednefs is, 2 The 

| great Evil thereof, on Phil. 3. part of the 19. 

| verf. Alfo to the fame Book is joyned}A Trea- 

tile of Heavenly-mindednef, and walking with 

_ God, on Gen.§.24. and on Phil.3.20. | 

§ An Expofition on the fourth, fifth, fixch, and 
feventh Chapters of the Prophefie of H ofeas 

| 6 An Expofition on the eighth, ninth, and tenth 

| Chapters of Hofea, 


7 AnExpofition on the eleventh, twelfth, and . Phyfick. 


Sake Chapters of Hofea, being now com- 
pleat. | 


Twelve feveral Books of Mr. William Bridge, 
Collected into one Volumn.Viz. 


_-F The great Golpel-Myitery of the Saints Com- 


* Cornhil, by the Exchange. 


Women. ‘ 
4 Galen's Art of Phyfick, with a large Com- * 


fort and'Holinefs , opened and applied from 
Chrifts Prieftly Office. 

2 Satans power to Tempt; and Chrifts Love 
to, and Care of his People under Temptation. 

3 Thankfulnefs required in every Condition. 

4 Grace for Graces or, the Overflowings of 
Chrifts Fulnefs received by all Saints, 

§ The Spiritual A@ings of Faith, through Na- 
tural Impoffibilities, 

6 Evangelical Repentance. : 

7 The Spiritual-Life,and In-being of Chrift im 
all Beleevers. 

8 The Woman of Canaan. 

9 The Saints Hiding-Place in time ef Geds 
Anger. 

10 Chrifts Caming is at our Midnight. 

1r A Vindication of Gofpel Ordinances. 

12 Grace and Love beyond Gifts. 


A Godly and Fruitful Expofition, onthe firt E- 
piftle of Peter. By Mr. foba Rogers, Minifter 
of the Word of God at Dedham in Effex. 


Five feveral Books by Nich. Culpeper, Gent. 
tudent in Phyfick and Aftrology. 


1 The Anatomy of the Bedy of Man, Wherera 
is exactly Defcribed the feveral parts of the 
Body of Man, illuftrated with very many large 
Brafs Plates, ; 

2A Tranflation of the New Difpenfatory,made 
by the Colledg of Phyfitians of London. Wher- 
unto is added, The Key to Galen’s Method of 


3 A Directory for Midwives; or, a Guide for 


ment. | ; AY 
§ The Englifh Phyfitian’; Being an Altrologo- | 
Phyfical Dikcourle of the Vulgar Herbs of this 
Rey ¢: Nation 3 
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 Leaden-Hall London. 

by Ds. Gliffon, Dr. Bate, and Dr. Regemorter, 
now tratiflated into Englifh. 

Mt. Sympfons Sermon at Weftminfter. 

Mr. Feaks Sermon 0€ 

sme | Mr. Phillips Treatile of Hell. - 

__-of Chrift Geneology 


A Congregational Church 
Church. By Samuel Stone, 
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Books Printed by Peter Cole # 


‘Nation 5 wheris is fHewed how to cure a mans 

# (elf of moft Dileafes sncident to mans Boays 
with (uch things as grow in England y and for 
rhree-pence charge. 
Alfo in the fame Book is fh 

wm of gathering all Herbs both vul 


ed ’ é i] 
q ¥ 


ewedg 1 Thee 
garly and Aitro- 


logically. 2 “The way of drying and keeping 
cot 


made of thofe Herbs. 4 The way of mixing the 
Medicines according to caufe, and mixture 0 
rhe Difeafe, and the part of the Body afflited. 


Six Sermons Preached by Di. Hill, viz: 
1 The Beauty and Sweetnels of an Olive Branch 
of Peace and Brotherly Accommodation bud- 


“ding. 
= Truth and Love happily married in the Saints 
and in the Churches of Chrift. ‘ 
The Spring of Strengthning Grace in the 
Rock of Ages Chrilt Jelus. 
4 The ftrength of the Saints to make Jefus Chrift 


their ftrength. 
¢ The Belt and Worft of Paul. - 


|| 6 Gods eternal Preparations for h 


Dr, 


SPR 


is dying Saints. 


"The wonders of the Lond-(tone, by Mr- Samuel 


he Gofpel of the Byvangelift 


| ward of Ip{wich- 


‘An Expofition ont 
f Sp.ataithew, by Mx. ward. “~  V King chads his Cale, or an 
Clows Chyrugery- i |e men concerning his Tryal. | 
Marks of Salvation. “A Mrs Owens Stedfaftnefs of the Promifes 
Ra Chriftians Engagement forthe Golpel, by Fons +. owen againtt Mr. Baxter. 
mm hy Gosdwit. “4 | A Vindication of Free-Grace : Endeavoring to 
ia Great Church Ordinance of Baptifm. | proves 1 That we'are not Eleéted as Holy,but 
: \ Ms. Love’s Cale, containing his Petitions, Wa- 7° that we fhould be Holy 3 and that Eleétion is 
fi yative, and Speech... ~ P ORO iT As  potiof Kinds, bat Perfons.. 2 That Chrift did 
ALS acifica, or a Perfwafive to peated | lounovby! his Death intend to fave All mena 
q Dr. Preftons Saints Submiffion and Satans O- | eouching thofe whom he intended to fave, that 
verthrow- } Ae | he didnot Die fot them only if they would Be- 
Pious mans Practice in Parliament J ime. | teeve, but that they might Beleeve. 3 That we 
® The Bithop of Canterburies Speech on the Scaf: | are not juftied properly by out Beleeving in 
f fold. va | Dep | | Chrift,but by our Chrifis beleeved in. 41 hat. 
f The King’s Speech on the Scaffold. - 7°" | thatwhich differences one man from another,is 
> ie A Treatife of the Rickerss being a Difeale com- | novtlié approvement of acommon ability re- 
e __ monto Children ; wherein seMhewed, t The | _ftored through Chrift to all men in general,but 
2 | Efence, 2 The Caufe» 3 The Signs, 4 The a Principle’ of Gracewrought by the Spirit of 
Publithed in Latin | God in the Blea. By john Pawlon 


' Remedies of the Difeales 


and for what obtained 
Governors have an a 
People 5 
fubjeG& to the Law of God,or the Laws of their 
Countries 5 
their Governors5 5 W 
have, be their Governots 5 
lawful to Depofe, an evil Governors 7 ' 
Confidence is to be given to Princess 
The compaflionate Samaritan. 


The Belt and Work Magiftrate » 
Sedgwitk- 

The Craft and Cruelty of the Chu 
faries, by Matthew Newcomiin- 
‘A Sacred Panygrick, by Stephen Martial. 

Barriffs Military Difcipline- 
The Immortality of Mans Soul. 
The Anatomitt Anatomized. 
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before the Lord Major: 


isa Catholick Vifible 
in New-Englana. 


them and their Juyces+ 3 The way of 
and keeping all manner of ufeful Compounds, | A Treatile of Politick Power » wherein 7-Que- 
fions are Anfwered, 1 Wherof Power 1s made, 


; 2 Whether Kings and 
3 Whether Kings and Governo!s be 


4 How far the People are to obey 
hether all the People 
6 Whether it be 
at 


sibbs on the Philippians. 
by Obadiah 
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bfolute Power ovet the é 


Pe Neh. 
; iia 
9 ae no 


4 


foe retarc. 


dodo dose oot HE fetting forth of the publick Confeffion of the Faith of Churches bath 
EZZOS adouble end, and both tending te publick edification. Fir(t the mainte- 
"SF 75) To 3° nance of the Faith entire within it fell: Secondly, the holding forth of 


my CS Unity and Harmony, both.amonelt our (elves, and with other Churches. 
ANOLE 5, Gouroher bon Co Bs 


= Our Churches here (as by the Grace of Chrift) we beleeve and profef the 
PEGG SG fame Doctrine of the Truth of the Gofpel, which generally is received in 
all the reformed Churches of Chrift in Europe: fo efpecially, we defire not to vary from 
the Doctrine ef Faith and Truth held forth by the Churches of ou Native Couniry. For 
though st be not one Native Country. that can breed us all of one mind, nor ought we for 


_tohave the glorious Faith of our Lord Jefws with re{pect of perfons 5 yet.as Paul, who. 


“was himfelf a Few, profeffed tobold forth. the Doctrine of Fultification by Faith, and 
of the refurrettion of the dead,according ashe knew bis codly Country-men did, who were 
_Sews by Nature (Galat.2. 15. A&s 26.6, 7.) fowe, who are by Nature Englilh-mei, 
do defire to bold forth the fame Doctrine of Religion (efpecially in Fundamentals) whith 
we ie and know to be beld by the Churches of England, according to the Truth of the 
Gospel. | A : 
3 The moce wedifcern (that which we do, and have cau(e to dowwith inceffaat monr- 
ning dad trembling) the wakind, and unbrotherly, and uachriltian contentions of aur godly 
Brethren and C ountry-men in matters of Church-Government 3 the more earnelily do we 


dcfire to foe.them joyned together it one commozFaith, and our felves. with them For 
this end, having perufed the publick confeffion of Faith, agreed upon by the Reverend 


Affembly of Divines at Weltminkter, and fading the Sum aad Sabjtance thereof (in 


matters of Doctrine) toexprek not their ovge J udgments enly, but ours alfo: and being 
likewifecaled upon. by our Godly Magifirates, tedvare up.a publick confefion of Bhat 
Fah winch ws confantly taught, and gene aly profeffed amongit us, we thought gaod,to 


_ prefent wntothem, and withthem to-our Churches; and with thei to all the Churches of 


Chrift abvoad, our profeffed and hemity affent and atteftation to the whol cenfesion of 


Faith (for fabftance of Doétvine) which the Reveverd Aff cmbly prefented te tke Keligigns 
and Honorable Parliament of England: Excepting only {ome Sections 14 the 25. 30..and 


2 33.Chapters of their Confeffion, which concern Points of Contraverfie in Church-Difci- 


pline; Touching which we refer our felues to the drawght of Chwreh-Difcipline in the en- 
fuingTreatife. . 
: 52 The 
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A | The Preface. 


The truth of what we bere declare, may appear by the unanimous vote of the Synod of 
the Elders and Meffengers of our Churches alfembled at Cambridg; thelaft ef the fixth 
Month, 1648. which joyntly palfed in thefe words; This Synod having perufed, and 
confidered (with much gladne(s of heart, and thankfulnefs to God) the confeflion of 
Faith publithed of late by the Reverend Affembly in Eagland, do judg it to be very holy, 
e:thodox, and judicious in all matters of Faith 5 and do therefore freely, and fully con- 
feni thereunto, for the fubfance thereof. Only in thofe things which have refpeé to 
Church-Government and Difcipline, we refer our felyes to the Plattorm of Church- 
Dilcipline agreed upon by this prefent Afflembly : and do therefore think it meet, that 
this confeflion of faith, fhould be commended to the Churches of Chrift amongft us,and 
co the Honored Court, as worthy of their due Confideration and Acceptance. Howbeit, 
me may not conceal, that the Doctrine of Vocation expreffed in Chap, 10. Set. 1. and 
fummarily repeated, Chap. 13. and 1. palfed not without fome debate. Yet confidering, 
that the term of Vocation, and others by which it i defcribed, are capable of a large, 
or more [rik fenfe, and ufe, and that it is not intended to bind apprebenfions 
precifely in point of Order or Methed , there bath been a general condef{cendency 
thereunto. 

Now by this our profeffed confent, and free concurrence with them in all the Doétrinals 
aj Religion, we hope it may appear to the world, that as we are a remnant of the People 


of the fame Nation with them; fo we are Profeffors of the {ame common Faith, and fel- 


low Heirs of the fame commen Salvation. Yea moreover, as this onr Profeffion of the 
fame faith with them, will exempt us (even in their judgments) from f{u(picion of Here- 
fie; fo (we trufl) it may exempt us inlike [ort from fuspicion of Schifms, that though 
we areforced to deffent from them in matters of Church-Difcipline, yet our diffent ws 
mot taken up out of arrogancy of Spirit m our felves (whom they fee willingly condefcend 
to learn of them: neither w it carried with uncharitable cenfortonfnefs towards them 
(both which are the proper, and effential Charatters of Schifcm) but in meekneB of wif- 
dom, as we walk along with them, and follow them, as they follow Chrift : fo where we 
gonceive a different apprebenfien of be mind of Chrift (as it falleth out in fome few 
points touching Church-order) we (till veferve due reverence to them (whomwe judg ta 
be, through Chrift, the glorious Lights of both N ations :) and only craveleave (asin Shi- 
vit we are bound) to follow the Lamb whither foever be goeth, and (after the Apoltles 
example) as we beleeve, fo we [peak. hh i 

And if toe example of {uch poor outcalts as ovr felves, might prevail if not with ak 
(for teat were too great a bleffing to bope for) yet with fome:or ether of eur Brethren in 


- England, fo far as they ave come to mind and (peak the fame thing with fuch as diffent 


from them, we hope in Chrift, it would not enly moderate the barfb judging and condem- 
ning of one another in [uch differences of judgment as may be found ia the choyceft Saints 5 
but alfo prevent (by the mercy of Chrift) the peril of the diftrattion and diftruction of alt 


the Churches in both Kingdoms: Otherwife, if Bretbrenf{hall go on to bite and devour 


‘one another, the Apofile fears (as we alfo with fadueB of heart do) it will tend to the con- 
fuming of them, and us all ; which the Lord prevent. < 

We are notignorant, that (befides thefe aSperfions of Herefie and Schifm) otber excepti- 
ans alfo are taken at our way of Church-Government « but (as we conceive) upon as lit- 


aie ground. | ‘ 
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The Preface. 3 é 


As 3. That by admitting none fato the fellowfhip of our Church, but Saints by cal 
' Jing, we rob many Parifh-Churches of their heft Members, tomakeup one of our Con- 
- gregations : which is not only, to gather. Churches out of Churches (athing not heard 
of in Scripture) butalfo to weaken the heatts and hands of the beft Minifters in the Pa- 
rithes, by difpoyling them of their beft Heaters. | 
2., That we provide no courfe for the gaining; and calling in of ignorant, and etro= 
nious and {candalous perfons, whom we refufe to receive into our Churches, and fo ex- 
clude from the wholfom remedy of Church-Difcipline. 

3. That in our way, we Cow feeds of divifion, and hindrance of edification in every 
Family : whilft admitting sato out Churches only Voluntaries, the Husband will be : 
af one Church, the Wife of another 3 the Parents of one Church, the Children of ano- v 

* ther 3. the Mafter of one Church, the Servants of another : and fo the Parents and 
Matters being of different Churches from their Children and Servants, they cannot take: a. 
a juft account of their profiting by what they hear, yeas by this means the Husbands, Pa~ § 
‘rents, and Matters, thail be chargable to the maintenance of many other Churches and ld 
eae a befides their own; which will prove a charge and burden unfuppot- \ 
table. ! 
But for Anfwer 5 a to the fifi: For gathering Churches oie of Churches, we caniet 4 
fay, that tt Ha thing wnbeard of it Scripture. The firft. Chvifiian Church was gathered 1 
aut of the Fewifh Church; and out of many Synagogues in that Church, and confifted partly - 14 
of the Inbabitants of Jerulalem, partly of the Gahileansswho though they kept [ome commie it 
nion in fome-parts of publick worfhip with the Temple = yet neither did they frequent the 
Sacrifices,nor repair to the Sanedrim for the determining of their Church-cau{es 3 but kept 


entire and confant communion with theApoftles Church in al the Ordinances of the Gospel. 
And for the firft Chriftian Church of the Gentiles at Antioch, it appeareth to have been 
gathered and conftituted, partly of tbe disperfed Brethren of the Church at Jerufalem 
(whereof fome weve men of Cyprus and Cyren) and partly of the beleeving Gentiless 
> fats, 11.20, 21. 

| Vit be faid, the firft Chriftian Church at Ferufalems ahd that at Antioch, were gathe= 
‘red not out of any Chriftian Church, but out of the Jewifh Temple, and Synagogues, 
| which were fhortly afcer to be abolifhed 5 and their gathering to Antioch, was upon oc- 
| cafion of difperfion in time of Perfecution. | 
We defive wt may be confidered, 3. That the Members of the Fewifh Church were more 
: flrongly and (traitly ryed by expref boly Covenant, to keep fellowfhip with the Fewifla | e 
“Church till it was aboli{hed, than any Members of Chrifiran Parifb-churches are wont to od 
be tied to keep fellow{hip with their Parifh-churches. The Epifcopal Canons, which bind SE 
them to attesd on thei Parifh Church, it is likely they are now abolifhed with the Epi{- i ' 
copacy. The common Law of the Land is fatisfied (as we concerve) if they attend upon & 
the Worfbip of God in any other Church though not within thei own Parifb. But no fuch 
like Covenant of God, nor any other Religions Tye lieth upon them to attend the worfhip 
of Godin their own Parifh Church, 4 did lie upon the fews to attend wpon the worlbip 

of God in their Temple and Synagogues: | 
| | 2.- Thengh. the Fewil Temple Church at Jerulalem was to be abelifbed , | get 
| shat doth not make the defertion of it by the Members to be Lawful, tik it was abolifhed. 
Future abolition % no warrant for prefent defertion , wale it be Lawful in [ome cafe 

|  whil 
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whilft the Church 1s yet in prefent ftanding to defert it to wit, either fer Aveiding of 
prefent polutions, or for hope of greater edification, and fo for better fatisfattion to 
confcrence in esther future events (orforefight of them) do not defolve prefent relation 2 
Elfe wives, Children, Servants, might defert their Hasbands, Pavents, Mafters when 
they be mortally fick. Lona ig hoe, 2 Pao iy 

3+ What the Members of the Fewifh.Church did, in joyning tothe Church at Antioch, 
in time of perfecution, it may well be conceived, the Members of any Chiiftian Church 
way to the like for arisfattion of confcience. Peace of confcitnce is move defirable, than: 
the peace of the outward Man: and freedom from (cruples of confcience is move comfor= 
table to a fincere heart, than freedum from perfecution. ‘ 

Tfit be faid, thefe Members ofthe Chriftian Church at Serufalem, that joyned to the 
Church at Antioch, removed theirhabitations together with their Relations + which if 
the Brethren of the Congregatiohal way would do, it would much abate the grievance of, 
their departure from their Presbyterial Churches. 

Ve verily could wife them (oto do, as well approving the like removal of Habitations,. 
in cafe of changing Church-Kelations (provided, that it may be done without too muclo. 
detriment to thei outward e ate) and we for our parts have done the fame. But to 
put anecelity of removal of Habitation in Such a.cafe, it ito foment and cheryh a 
Corrupt principle of making Civil Cohabitation, ifnot a formal caufe, yet at leaft a 

voper Adjunct of Church-Relation 5 which the Truth af the Gotpel doth not acm 
bio iee Now to foment an Erv'er to the prejudice of the Truth of the Gospel, us not 
2 ie with a right foot according to the Truth of the Gospel, as Paul judgeths. 

Jalat. 2.14, yan , 

4. We do aot think it meet, or fafe, for a Membcriof a Presbyterial Church, forthwith 
t0 defert his relation tobis Church, betake him/elf to the Fellow{hip of a Congregational 
Church, though be may difcern fome defect’ in the Eftace , or Government of his 
own. : 

“For firft, Faithfulnels of Brotherly Love in ‘Church-Rélation, réquireth, that the 
Members of the Church thould firft convince their Brethrén of their finful defeéts, and 
duly wait for their reformation, before they depart fromthem. For if we muft take fuch. 
acourfe for the healing ofa private Brother, inva way of Brotherly Love, with. nich 
meelnefs ‘and patience = how much more ought’ we foto walk with like tendernels. to- 
wards a whol Church, ; : 

Again fecondly, By the hafty departure of found Members: from a‘defedtive Church, 

eformation is not promoted, but many times retarded, and corruption increafed, 
Whereas on the contrary, while fincere Members breathing after purity of Reformation 
abide together, they may (by the blefling of God upon their faithful endeavors). pre~. 
vail much with their Bldersiand Neighbors towards'a Reformation it may be, fo much, 
as that their Elders in thei own Chatch fhall receive none tothe Lords Table, bur vi- 
fible Saints: and in the Claflisthall put forth no Authoritive AG (but Confultative 
only’) touching the Members of other Churches :"nor touching their own, but with the 
confent (filent confent at leaft) of theit own Church = which two things, if they.can 
obtain with any humble, meek, holy, faithful'endeavors,: we conceive, they might (by 
the grace of Chrift) find liberty of cantcience ‘tia ‘continue their Relation with their 
wn Presbyterial Church without fcruple, peut 
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=. S$: Buttoad aword further, touching the gathering of Churches.out of Churches 3. 
What if there were no ex prep example: of [uch a thing extant in the -S Criptures? that 
which we are wont to anfwer the Antipadobaptifts, may fuffice bere? it x enouch, if, 
am evidence thereat may begathered from juft-confequence- of ScripturerLight. -Doééoy 


For 1. Sometimes the Minifters themfelves are willing to joyn with their better 
fort of Hearers, in this way of Reformation: and then they and their Hearers continue 
ftill their Church-Relation together, yea, and confirm it more itraicly and ftrongly, by 
an exprels renewed Covenants though the Minifters may til continue their wonted prea= 
ching to the whol Parifh. ‘sd att PEGA ee ae aes 

. 2 Tf the Minifters do diflike the way of thofe,. whom they otherwife count their beft 
Members, and fo vefuleto joyn with them therein 3 yet if thofe Members can procure 


fome other Minifter to joyn with them in their own way, and ftiil continue their dwel- - 


ling rogether in the (ime Town, they may eafily order the times of the publick Affem~ 
bly, asto artend conftantly upon the Miniftry of their former Church : and either after 
or before. the publick: Aflembly of the Parith take an oppartunity to gather , toge- 
ther for the adminifration of Sacraments and Cen‘ures, and other Church-Ordi- 
nances amongft . themfe!ves. The) firlt, Apoftolick: Church aflembled to hear the 
Word with the Jewifh Church in the epen Courts of the Temple 5 but ‘after- 
wards gathered together for breaking of Bread, and other Ads of Church-Order from 


| houfe to houfe. 


3- Suppole, Presbyterial Churches fhould communicate fome of their beft gifted 


_ Members towardsthe erecting and gathering of another Church: it weuld not forth- 


_ with be their detriment, but may be their.inlargement. » It is the moft noble and perfe@ 
_ Work of a living Creature (both in Natare and Grace). to propagate and multiply his 


Kind + and it is the honor of the faithful Spoufe of Chrift, to fet forward the Work of 


Ch. ift as well abroad as ar home. The Church in Cant.8.8. to help forward her little 
fitter Church, was.willing ra,part with her choyce materials, even beams. of Cedar, and 
duch preciousliving ftones as wete ft to builda filver Palace. In the fame Book, the 


hurch js compared: fometimeto a Garden, fometime to an Orchard, Cant. 4,12, 13. 
No man Planteth a Garden, or Orchard, but {ceketh to get the choyfeft Herbs and 
“ants of his Neighbors, and they freely impart them 3 nor do they accountit a poy! to 
| 3 ther 
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Go “The Preface. 
their Gardengand Orchards, bucrather a glory. Neverthelefs we go not fo far : we 
pea feek, nor ask the choyce Members of the Parifhes, but accept them being of 
ered. ee benads Pe an of 

If it be aid, they are not offered by the Minifters, wor by, the Parifo Churches (whe 
pave moftvight in them) ue only by themfelves. 

It may jultly be demanded, 
or Parifh-Church over them ? Not by folemn Church-Covenant ° for thar, though it 
be the firmeft engagement, is not owned, but rejeCteds Ifit be by their joyning with 
the Parifh, in the calling and. ele&tion of a Minifter to fuch a Congregation: at his 
Grft coming, there is indeed juft weight in (ach an Engagement <° not do we judg it 
fafe for fuch to remove from fuch a Minifter, aunlefs ic be upon fuch grounds, as may 
juftly give him. due fatisfaction. But ifthe union of fuch Members to a Parifh Church, 
and to the Miniftry thereof, be only by cohabitation within the Precinéts of the Parifh, 
that union, as it was founded upon humane Law, fo by humane Law it may eafily be 
yeleafed. Or otherwife, ifa man remove his Habitation, he removeth alfo the bond of 
his relation, andthe ground of offence.. 3 


4, Te need not to be feared, thet all the beft Hearers of the beft Mini- 
fters, nofnor the moft of them, avill depart from them upon point of ChurcheGovern- 
ment. ‘Thofe who have found the prefence and Power of the Spirit of Chrift brea- 
thing in their Minifters, either to theit converfion, or edification, will be flow to 
change fuch a Miniftry of Faith, and Holinefs, for the liberty of Church-Order. 
Upon which ground, and fundry other fuch like, there be doubtlefs fundry godly 
and judicious Hearers in many Parithes in England that do and will prefer their Relation 
to their Minifters ( though ina Presbyterial way ) above the Congregational Con 


foederation.. 
5. Butif all, orthe moftpart ofthe heft Hearers of the beft Minifters of Parifhes, 


Should depart from them, as preferring in their judgments, the mean da my ways | 


yet, in cale the Congregationa way fhould prove to be of Chrift, it will never grieve 
the holy hearts of godly Minifters, thar their Hearers fhould follow after Chrift: yea, 
many of themfelves (upory due deliberation) will be ready to go along with them. Is 
never grieved not troubled Fobm Baptift, that his beft Difciples departed from him to fol- 
low after Chrift, Fobn 3- But in cafe the Congregational way fhould prove to be not 
she infticution of Chrift (as we take it) but the invention of men: then doubtlefs, the 
Presbyterial Form (if it,be of God) will fwallow up the other, as Afofes rod. devoured 
the rods of the A.gyptians: ‘Nor will this put a neceflity uport both the oppofite parties 
to fhift for themfelves,and to feek to fupplant one another : but only it wil call upon them 


; feck and to follow the Truth in Love,to attend in faithfulnefs 


dandevery ey apaan to 

each unto his own Flock, and to adminifter to them all the holy things of God,and their 
portion of food in due feafon : and as for others,quietly roforbear them,& yet to inftrucs 
‘them with meekne(s that are contrary minded : leaving it to Chriff (in the ufe of al good 
means) to reveal his own Truthin his owntime : and mean wk ‘Je endeavoring to keep 


the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. “Phili ppiansy chap» 3+ verle 355 
Epbefianss 4- eer 


Ly age : 
‘To the fecond Fxception, That we take no courle for the gaining and pee 
mm 


ed, what Right, or what Power have either the Minifters, 
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and calling in of ignorant, and erronious and {candalous perfons, whom werefule to 
receive into our Churches,and fo exclude them from the remedy of Church-difcipline. 

we conceive the receiving of thems into our Churches would ratker loofe and corrupt 
our Churches, than gain and heale them. A little Leaven layed in a lump of doughy 
will fooner leaven the whole lump, than the whole lump will fweetenit. We there- 
fore find it (afer, tofquare rough and unbewen tones, before they be laid into the buil- 
ding rather than to hammer and bev them, when they lie unevenly in the building. 

And accordingly, two meanes we ufe to gain and call in [uch as ave ignorant ov {can- 
dalous. 1. The publick Miniftry of the word, wpon which they are mvited by counfel, 
and required by wholfom Laws to attend. And the word it 1, which w the power of 
God to falvation, tothe calling and winning of foules. 2. Private conference, and 
conviction by the Elders and other able brethren of the Church: whom they do the move 
re(pectively hearken unto, when they fee nohope of enjoying Church fek owfhip, or par= 
ticipation in the Sacraments for themfelves, or their Children, tillthey approve their 


_ gudements to be found.and orthodox, and their lives (ubdued to fome Lope of agodly con- 


verfation. What can Clafical difcipline, or excommunication it felf do more i this 
ale. cae 

The 3. Exception wrappeth up in is athree-fold domeftical inconvenience and 
each of them mect to be efchewed. 1. Difunion in Families between each relati- 
on: 2. Difappointment of edification, for want of opportunity in the Governors of Fag 
milies to take account of things heard by their children and fervants. 

3. Disburfments of chargable maintenance to the feveral Churches, whereto the fee 
veral Perfons of their Families are joyned. . 

All which inconveniences ettber donot fall out in Congregaizonal Churches 3 or are 
eafily redreffed. For none aie fo orderly admitted into Congregational Churches, but 


— fuch as are well approved by good teftimony, tobe duly obferwant of Family relations. 


Or if any otherwife difpofed fbould creep in, they ave either orderly bealcd, er diely ve- 
moved in away of Chrift: Nor are they admitted, unlefi they can give [ome good account 
of their profiting by Ordinances before the Elders and Brethren of the Church: and 
much more to their Parents and Majfters. Godly Tutors in the Univerfity can take an 


account of their Pupils ; and Godly Houfbolders inthe City, can take account of thei? 


Children and Servants how they profit by the Word they have heard in feveral Chur chess 
and that to the greatcr edification of the whol Family,. by the variety of {uch adminiftra« 
tions : Bees may bring the more Honey, and Wax into the Hive, when they are not lima 
ted to one Garden of Flowers, but may fly abroad to many. 

Nov is any charge expected from Wives, Children, or Servants to the maintenance of 


Congregational Churches, further than they be furnifhed with Perfonal eftates, or Ear- 
-nings, which may enable them to contribute of (uch things as they have, and not of {ued 


as they have not. God accepteth not Robbery for aSacrifice. -And though a godly Houf~ 


“bolder may fultly take bimfelf bound in confcience, to contribute to any (uch Church, 


whereto his Wife,er Children, or Servants do ftandin relation : yet that will mot aggva= 


vate the burden of bis charge, no more than if they were recetved Members of the fame 


Church whereto bimfelf w related. 
But why do we ftand thus long to plead exemptions from exceptions ? The Lord 
belp all bus faithful Servants (whether ue or Congregational) to judg and 
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foame our felves before the Lord for all our former complyances to greater enermities it 
Chucch=Government, than are tobe found either in the Congregational, or Presbytertal 
way. And then furely, either the Lord will cleer up his own will to us, and fo frame, and 
fubdue us all to one mind, avd one will (Ezek. 43.10.11.) of elfe we fhall learn to bear 
‘ene anothers burdens in a fbivit of meeknef. Itwill then dowbtleB be far from us, fo to 
attelt the Difcipline of Chit, as to deceft the Difciples of Chrift: fo to contend for the 


feamlef coat of Chrift, as to crucifie the living Members of Chrift : fo to divide our felves 


about Church-communion, as through breaches to open awide gap for a deluge of Anti- 
chriftian and prophane malignity to fwallow up both Church and Civil State. 

what {hall we fay more ? is difference about Church-Order become the inlet of all 
the diforders in the Kingdom ? bath the Lord indecd left us to fuch hardaeR of hearts 


that Church-Goverament {hall become a {nare to Zion (as fometemes Moles was to. 


Egypt, Exod. 10.7.) that we cannot leave contefting and contending about it, till the 


Kindom be deftroyed 2 did not the Lord Fefus, whenhe dedicated his fufferines for bis | 


Church) and bis Church alfo unto bus Father, make it bis earnelt and only Prayer for us. 


in this world, that we all might be onein him? John, 17. 20, 21, 22,23. And i it, 
poffible, that He (whom the Father beaid alwaies, John, 11.42.) (hould not have this 


lalt molt folemn Prayer heard,and granted ? or, {ball it be granted for all the Saitts elfe- 
where, and not for the Saintsia England? fo that amongft them difunion fhall grow 
ever about Church-union, and communion ? If itbe poffible for alittle faith ( {0 much as 
avraix of Muftard-feed} to remove a mountain: is it not poffible, for fo much ftrength 


of faith, as is to be found in all the the godly in the Kingdom, to remove thofe Images of 


jealoufie, and to calt toofe (tumbling blocks out of the way, which may hinder the free 


paffage of brotherly love amonglt Brethren? It us true indeed, the National Covenant 
doth juftly iazage both Parties, faithfully to endeavor the mtter extirpation of the Anti~ 
chriftian Hierarchy, and much more of all Blalpbemies, Herefies, ad damnable Evvors. 
Certainly, if Congregational Difcipline be Independant from the mventions of men, 18 tt 
mot much more independant from the delufions of Sataa? what fellowlhip hath Chrilt 
with Belial? Light with Darkne® ? Truth with Error ? The faithful Fews needed not 
the help of the Samaritans, to Re-edifie the Temple of Gad 5 yea, they rejected their help 
sobenit was offered, Ezra 4. 1,2, 3. And if the Congregational way be a way of Truth 
(as we beleeve) and if the Brethren that walk init be zealous of the Truth, and hate e- 
wery falfe way (as by the Rule of their holy Difcipline they are inftrutted, 2 John, 
10.11.) then verily, there is no branch in the National Covenant, that imgageth the Co- 
venanters to abbor either Congregational Churches, or their way: which being duly ad- 
winiftred, do no lef effectually extirpate the Antichriftian Hierarchy, and all Blafphemies, 
Herefies, and pernitious Evrors,than other way of Difcipline doth, which i more gene- 
rally and publickly received and ratified. 

But the Lord Fefus commune with our hearts in fecvet: and he who is the King of bis 
Church, let him be pleafed to exercife his Kingly Power in our Spirits, that fe bis King- 
dom may come into our Churches in Purity and Peace. Amen, Amen. 
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| CHAPTER 
Of the Form of Church-Government ; and that it 16 one, inte 


- mutable, and prefcribed in the Word of God. 


| : I | | 4 
deeded Soe Cclefiaftical Polity, or Church-Government , or Difct- \ 
=QeeWee pline, is nothing elfe, but that Form and Order that 1s to mea 
| Qe one be obferved in the Church of Chrift upon Earth, both stin,3,15 
SNH for the Conftitution of it, and all the Adminiftrations 
de opees2 Ge! that therein are to be performed. . | 

2, Church-Government is confidered ina double refped, either 
inregard of the Parts of Government themfelves, or necefflary cir- 
cumftancesthereof. The Parts of Government are prefcribed inthe . 4. , 
— Word, becaufe the Lord Jetus Chrift, the King and Law-giver iéihie ot 
Church, is no lefs faithful in the Houfe of God than was AZofes, who Fxod.75,40 
from the Lord delivered a Form and Pattern of Government tothe 
- ghildren of Ifrael in che old Teftament.: And the holy Scriptures are 

now alfo fo perfect, as they are able to make the manof God perfect, 
and «throughly furnifhed unto every good Work ; and therefore 
doubrlefs to the well ordering of the Houfe of God. 

~ 3, The Parts of Church-Government are all of them exactly deferi- (273 
bed in the Word of God, being parts or means of Inftituted Worfhip +13. §x.20,4 
according to the fecond Commandement: and therfore to continue he eee 
one and the fame, unto the appearing of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as a 12 27,23. 
‘Kingdom that cannot be fhaken, until he fhal deliver it up unto God, 1Cox 15534 
eventhe Father. $o. that it is not leftin the Power of Men; Officers, Deut 12,32 


2 Tun, 33169 


‘Churches, or any State in the World to add, ordiminith, or alter any Beck Ji 
thing inthe feaft meafure therein. 33532533 


4. The neceffary. circumftances, as time and place &c. belonging un- iy ines 12 
to orderand decency, are not fo left unto men as that under pretence y 28, 39 
ofthem, they may thruft their own inventions upon the Churches.:1fy 29533 

Being circumfcribed in the Word with many general limitations ; erat 

, , Coy | where ss 


2 Tim 2, 


2 Of the Form of C hurch-Government. | 


where they are determined in refpect of the matter to be neither wor- 
sCorrs,23 {ip it felf, nor circumftances feperable from Worfhip: in refpect of 
¢% 34 their end, they muftbe dune unto edification: in refpect of the man- 
1Cor14,25 ner, decently, and in order, according to the Nature of the things 


Mat 15, 9 


1Cor14,40 


natal themfelves,and Civiland Church Cuftom,doth not even Nature it felf 
sCort1,15 teach you ? yea, they are in fome fort determined particularly, name- 


ae ly, that they be done in fuch a manner,as all circumftances confidered, 


28 is moft expedient foredification: fo, as if there be no error of man 


concerning their determination, the determining of them is to beac- 
counted as if ic were Divine. 
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. CHAP. II. | 
Of the Nature of the Catholick Church in general, and in fpecial, 
of a particular vifible Church. 


sa He Catholick Church, isthe who! Company of thofe that are 


26,30-Heb. Elected, Redeemed, and intime effe@tually called from the ftate 
ie of fin and- death unto a ftate of Grace and Salvation in Jefus 
Chrift. 


Rom4,17 2. This Church is either Triumphant, or Militant: Triumphant, 
cat ten, the number of them who are glorified in Heaven: Militant, the num- 
32313— ber of them who are confliéting with their enemies upon Earth. 

3. This Milicant Church is to be confidered as Invifible, and Vifi- 
Rey 217 ble: Invifible, in refpeé of their relation wherein they ftand to 
1Cor 6,17 Chrift, as a Body unto the Head, being united unto him by the Spirit 
Feh 3517 of God, and Faith intheir hearts: Vifible, in refpect of the Profeflion 
rThef 7,8 Oftheir Faith, intheir Perfons, andin particular Churches: and fo 
wie 2 , there may be acknowledged an untverfal Vifible Church. 

Ore 4. The Members of the Militant Vifible Church, confidered ei- 
A@sxo,1 ther as not yet in Church-order, or as walking according to the 
ahah Church-order of the Gofpel: In order, and fo befides the Spiritual 
aCe 5.42 union and communion,common to all Beleevers, they injoy moreover 
, an union and communion Ecclefiaftical-Political: fo we deny an uni- 

verfal Vifible Church. gigas . 

- g. The ftate of the Members of the Militant Vifible Church wal- 
€cx 38, 19. king in Order, was either before the Law, Oeconomical, that is, in 
Exod 19,¢ Families: or, under the Law, National: or, fince the coming of 
2G0r14,23 Chrift, only Congregational. (The term Independant we ap- 

prove 


aa a ane aE ctr yon) 
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Of the Nature of the Church. 3 


: prove not ,) Therfore neither national, provincial, nor claffical. 1Corr4,36° 
6. A Congregational-Church, is by the infticution of Chrift :e0% 223 

e ) 5 r 22,27 

a part of the Militant-vifible-Church, confifting of a company Fxod 19,56 


: 3 : D e 
of Saints by calling, united into one body, bya holy covenaut, for goo 15 


the publick worfhip of God, andthe mutuall edification one of ano- A@s 2, 42 


ther, inthe Fellowfhip of the Lord Jefus. 1 Cor 14526 
| Se LERRERE REELED EE EE LEE EERE REET B 
Ae | CHAP. Ill. 
‘Of the matter of the vifible Church both in refpect of 
Quality and Quantity. rene 
i" aL matter of a vifible Church are Saints by calling. Ephef 1,1 
| 2. By Saints, we underftand, rel : 


| 1. Such, as have not only attained the knowledge of the print Rom 15,14 
| ciples of Religion, and are free from srofs and open fcandals, but alfo Pfal 50,16, 
do together with the profeflion of their faith and Repentance, eas 
walk in blamelefs obedience to the word, fo as that in charitable Rome, 17 
difcretion they may be accounted Saints by calling, (though perhaps pros 
{ome or more of them be unfound, and hypocrites inwardly : ) becaufe Col 1,2 
the members of fuch particular Churches are commonly by theholy _ 
|” Ghoft called Saintsand faithful brethren in Chriff, and fundry church- eerie , 
ves have beenneproved for receiving, and fuffering fuch perfons to Rev +1, 15 
continue in fellowfhip amongft them, as have been offenfive and fcan- BR ie 
| dalous: the name of God alfo by this means ts Blafphemed.: and the chap 23,38 > 
| holy things of God defiled and Prophaned, the hearts of godly grie- 224° 22 
ved: and the wicked themfelves hardned & holpen forward to dam- >, avi. od 


“nation the example of fuch doth endanger the fan@ity of others. yoy? | 
| A little Leaven Leaveneth the whole Jump, 21 1Cors 
>. The children of fuch, whoare alfo holy. ‘ Beat ® 
wa ge 


3. The members of Churches though orderly conftituted, may Jer 22x 
intime degenerate, and grow corrupt and fcandalous, which though gs aa 
“they ought not to. be tolerated inthe Church, yet their continuance oe oe: 
‘therein, through the defect of the execution of difcipline and juft 17»? Rev 
 “cenfures, doth notimmediately diffolve the being ofthe Church, as pane 
: appeares in the Church of I/raell, and the Churches of Galatia, and 
“Corinth, Pergamus, and Thyatira. ; 
4. The matter of the Church in'refpect of it's quantity oughtnotto | 
be of greater number then may ordinarily meet together conveniently saan 
| in 
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A Of the Matter of the Vifible Church: ou 


Mar «3, 17 in’one place: nor ordinarily fewer, then may conveniently carry on 
Church-work. Hence when the holy Scripture maketh mention of 

nomré1 the Saints combined into a Church-eftate, ina Towa or City, where 
abel bt was but one Congregation it ufually calleth thofe Saints [ the Church ] 
*v *2°9°3 tm the fingular number, as rhe Church of the The/falonians the Church 
of Smyrna, Philadelpina, and the like: Buc when itfpeaketh ofthe 

Saints ina Nation, or Province, wherein there were fundry Congrega- 

iCor x6, tions, It frequently and ufually calleth them by the name of Churches 
19,Gal1,> jn che plurall number, asthe [ Churches | of Afa, Galatia, Macedonia, 


= feeCor By £ 


IThet2 14 and the like: which is further confirmed by whatis written of fundry 
of thofe Churches in particular, how they were Affembled and met to- 
depesg gether'the whole Church inone place, asthe Church at Peru/alem, 
c 5,12,¢6 the Church at Aztioch, the Church atCoriath, and Cenchrea, though 
a a it weremore neerto Corinth, it being the port thereof, and an{wera- 
t eor $4 bletoa Village, yet being a diftinct Congregation from Corinth, it 
Por ren ene Church of its owne as well as Corinth had. : 
°' 5, Nor can it with reafon be thought bur that every Chuch 
appointed and ordained by Chrift, had a miniftrte ordained and 
appointed for the fame : and yet plainicis, that there were no ordi- 
nary officers appointed by Chrift for any other, then Congregational 
ne ceng Churches : Elders being appointed to feed, not allflocks, but'thae 
57°78 particular flock of God over which the holy Ghoft had made them 
overfeers, and that flock they muft attend, eventhe wifole flock: and 
one Congregation, being as much as any ordinary Elders can attend, 
therefore there is no greatet Church then a Coagregation, which may 
rodinarily meet in one place. : Gr Sythe” vad yes 
ito dacte to dedte do cte to de he Sete se he Me Se See Se 2 Spe docde hp Go tose Soo Le Se ee 
: EB Pw one bom A ASLO Sd 
Of the From of A. Vifible Church, and 
of Church Covenants... si ye 
Aints by Calling, muft* have a “WVifible-Political-Union, a- 


xCor 12, wJmongft themfelves, orelfe they are not yeta particular Church: 


i aaa as thofe (imilitudes Hold ‘forth which the ‘Scripture makes ufe 
Fphef 2,22 Of, to fhew the nature of ‘particular Churches: )As a Body, » 


~ 


Cor 12, A building, or Houfe, Hands, Eyes, Feet, and other members muft 


45,16, 17 : We > Way Lee ; " 
151517 be united, or elfe, remaining ‘feperate are nota Body. Stones, 


Timber, though fquared, hewen and pollifhed, are not an rae 
untill - 


untill they are compacted and united: fo Saints or believers in 
judgment of charity, are not a Church, unlefs Orderly knit 
together. : | 7 

>. Particular Churches cannot be diftinguifhed one from : 
another but by their formes. Ephefus is not Smyrna, Li ae dass PORE 


Of the Furm of a Vifible Church. yy 
| 


gamus Thyatira, but each one a diftiné fociety of it felf, having 
officers of their owne, which had not the charge of others: - 
Vertnes of their own, for which others are not prayfed : Cor- 
ruptions of their owne, for which others are not blamed. 

3. This Form is the Vifble Covenant, Agreement, oF con- ee wat | 
fent wherby they give up themfelves unto the Lord, to the Deuezsrz | 
obferving of the ordinances of Chrift together in the fame fociety, 1324ch-«* | 
which is ufually called the Charch-Covenant ; For we TeerHtt gina ON 
otherwife how members can have Chzrch-powwer one over another 
mutually. . 
< Thecomparing. of each particular Church unto a City, and unto Ephef>, 19. 
a Spoufe,- feemeth to conclude not onlya Form, butthartharForm *°% *¥*, 
is by way Of Covenant. ad 

The Covenant, as it wasthat which made the Family of Abraham Gen 177 


‘ Y aie Pte ‘ Ze, a 
and children of Ifrael to bea Church and people unot. God, fo isit oe ae : 
that which now makes the feveral focietyes of Gentil-believers to be +,19 &§ 


Churches inthefe dayes. | 
4. This Voluntary Agreement, Confent or Covenant (for 
all thefe are here taken for the fame): Although the more ex- nq 
preffe and plainitis, the more fully it puts usin minde of our mu- 1} 
tuallduty, and ftirreth usupto it, and leaveth lefie room for the 
queftioning of the Truth of the Church-eftate of a Company of { 
profeffors, and the truth of memberfhip of particular perfons: | 
yet we conceive, the fubftance of itis kept, where there is a real ! 
Agreement and confent, of a company of faithful perfons to meet con- | : 
ftantly together in one Congregation, for the publick worfhip of g 
God, and their mutuall edification: which real agreement and confent 
they do expreffe by their conftant practife in comming together for 
the publick worfhip of God, and by their religious {ubjection unto ps4 45 5 
the ordinances of God there: the rather, if we do confider how to *.:24,3 
Scripture covenants have been entred into, not only ‘exprefly by 17 Joth. 24 | 
word ofmouth, butby facrifices; by hand writing, and feal; and Pfalso,5 | 
-alfo fomtimes by filent confent, without any writing, of expre{- Nebo 3%, «. | 


10,1 .Géen 


| {ion of words at all, “an Dts T his 17,Deut 29) 
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Of the Form of a vifible Church. 


5. This forme then being by mutuall covenant, it followeth, 


iris not faith in the heart, nor the profeffion of that faith, norcohabi- 


tition,nor Baptifme; 1. Not faich in the heart ;becaufe that is invifibles 
2. Nota bare profeffion ; becaufe that declareth them no more to be 
members of one Church then of another: 3.Not Cohabitation; Arhie/ts 
or Infidels may dwel together with Believers: 4. Nor Baptifm, becaufe 
it preluppofeth a Church eftate,as circumcifion in the old Teftament, 
whicb gave no being unto the Church, the Church being before it, 
andinthe Wildernefs withoutit. Seals prefu ppofe a Covenant alrea= 
dy in being : one perfonis a compleat fubject of Baptifm, but one 

| perfon is uncapable of being a Church. : } 
AL247& Ge All Beleevers ought, as God giveth them opportunity there- 
rig) unto, to endeavor to joyn themfelves unto a particular Church, and 
& 23.19,20 that in refpect of the Honor of Jefas Chrift, in his example and Infti- 
om :; tution, by the profefled acknowledgment of, and fubjection unto the 
fat 38.20 Order and Ordinances ofthe Gofpel: as alfoin refpect of their good 
sJohn 1-3 of communion founded upon their vifible union, and contain’d in the 
Promifes of Chrifts fpecial Prefence in the Church: whence they 
have fellowthip with Him, and in Him one with another: alfo for 


Pf.r19.la% the keeping of them in the way of Gods Commandements, and reco- 


1Pet 2,25 


Eph. 36 vering of them.in cafe ofwandting (which all Chrifts Sheep are fub- 


John 22124 ject tointhis life) being unable to return of themfelves ; together 
eat with the benefit of their mutual edification, and of their pofterity, 
that they may not be cut off from the Priviledges of the Covenant ; 
otherwife, if a Beleever offends, he remains deftirute of the remedy 
provided inthatbehalf; and fhould all Beleevers negle&t this duty of 
joyning to all particular Congregations , it might follow thereupon, 


that Chrift fhould have no vifible Political Churches upon Earth. - 


sede heed PERLE ERED R LE EEE REE LEER RED RE 


| HO EFAIBIP? Vs 
Of the firft [ubjekt of Church-Power, or, to whom Church- © 
| f ) Power doth firft belong. | | 
Mae chet He firft fubjeét of Church-Power,is either Supream or Subordinat, 
Taio. and Minifterial : “The Supream (by way of gift from the Father) 


debe 32-22-15 Eile Lord Jefus Chrift: the A@inifersal, 48 eicher’ extragrdinary, as 
23.1Cor!l 1 


i neasthe Apoftles, Prophets,and Evangeliffs : 01 Ordingry, as every Pay 
rect} {0} he Or be 


4Cor 512+ lar Congregational Church, 


ee 


a gaia rte tigre. oer mC! | OMAN eer 


BS ao Steals kaie alae 


‘ Of the fir ft fubjeét of Church:Power. 7 
2+ Ordinary Church-power, is either the power of Office, that is, 

fuch as is proper to the Elderfhip: or Power of Priviledg, fuch as be- 

Jongs unto the Brotherhood: The latter; isin the Brethren formally, pom 12,4 
and immediately from Chrift; that is, foas it may according to order 8.a 1,23 
be acted or exercifed immediately by themfelves + the former, is not ¢?3:** 
in them formally or immediately, and therefore ca 


not be acted or ex- 1 Cor 12 
ercifed immediately by them, but is faid to be inthem, in that they *% 3° 
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defign the perfons unto Office, who only are to act, or to exercife this 
power. 7 | 
eS Te ee es | 
ee BG CHAP. Vil. 5-4 Hn} | | 
do Of the Officers of the C hurch, and efpecially of Paftors 
okt Saal and Teachers. ! 4 
A Church being a company of people combined cogerher. by Co- ia 
£ 4% venant for the Worfhip of God, it appeareth thereby chatthere .: 4 
may be the Effence and Being of a Church without any Officers, feing “7 -. | 
there is both the form and matter of a Church, which is'implyed, Aas 14,2; 
when it is faid, the Apoftles ordained Elders in every Church, : 7 
2. Neverthelefs, though Officers be not abfolutely neceflary, .tojaryir | 
the fimple being of Churches, when they be called: yet ordinarily,to 1Cor12,28 
-their'calling they are,and to theit well-being: and therefore the Lord Page 4 
Jefus out of his tender compaffion, hath appointed, and ordained Offi- Eph.4,8,1: i 
cers which.he would not have doneif they had noe been ofefol and uh. 4. 12, hl 
needful forthe Church ; yea, being afcended into Heaven,he received 33 Gg 
gifts for men,and gave giftsto men, ‘whereof Officers forthe Church i 
are juftly accounted no fmal parts ; they being to continue to the end Laietins 1) 
of the world, and forthe 'pérfe@ing Of all the Saints. 1r Galt 
3+. Thefe Officers were either. Extraordinary, or Ordinary : -Ex- A $676 
traordinary) as Apoftles: Prophets, E vangelifts « Ordinary, as Elders Rom 1,7," of 
Phe Y4pofflés, Prophets and: Evangelifs,.as they.were called. exe &§ 
aaerdiniari ly by Chritt fo thet: Ofice ended with themfelves, Whence |. | i 
itis, that Paxl diredin Timothy how to carry. along Church-Ad- i 
miniftrations , “pivetl no Wite@ion about the choice or courfe..of i 
Houdw D UE: a |. 97 7P | 
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‘Of the Officers of the Church. 


xTim.3-5% Apoftles,” Prophets, or Evaugelifts, but.only of Elders and Deacons. 
89 13 ‘and when Pax! was to take his laft leave of the Church of Ephe/i, he 
Ad.2°.17- committedithe cate of feeding the Church to no-other, but unto the 
waa + DidersoftharChurch. * The like charge doth Peter commit to the 
Elders. ty. 7 aa 
rtm. 4, OF Elders (who alfo are in. Scripture called Bifbops) Some 
ae t,, attendichiefly to the Miniftry ofthe Word,as the Pajfors and Teachers. 
38. tims Others,-attendiefpecially unto Re/e, who are therefore called Rading 
We Elders. : rates 
Ephgtt,  §« The Office of Paftor and Teacher, appears to be diftint 
Rom. 12: GiteePa hors {pecial work. is, to attend to. Exhortation; and therein to 
weg, adminifter a word of Wifdom: The Teacher ts to attend to Dottrine, 
and therein to adminifter a word of Knowledg ; and either of them to 
ae adminifter the Sea/s of that Covenant, unto the difpenfation- whereof 


Tic 1p they are alike called: as alfo to execute the Cenfures, being but a 


eas % Chrift for the perfecting of the Saincs,and edifying of his body, which 
22123.” Saifts,aind Body of Chriftis his Church 5 Therfore we account Paftors 


Beans féceffary forthe training up of fuch in good Literature, or Learning, 


2King 23, as may afterwards be called forth unto Office of Paftor, OF. Teacher..in 
werfe $) the Church. i, | ; ; rere ks he oe ot ¢) 49° iQ slat 
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Of Ruling Elders, and Deacongeo, os bic ali to 


Rom 32,'75 O Ree Ruling Elders Office is diftin& from, the. Office of Paftor 
@ and Teacher > The Ruling Elders are not fo called. to exclude 

12,8. the Paffors and Teachers from Ruling, becaufe Ruling and, Governin 
Heb 13 x7 is;¢ommon to thefe'with the other ;, whereas, attending to teach and 
eee *7 preach the Word is peculiar unto the formers)... >" Van 36 etal 
3Tim 537 2. The Ruling Elders workisto joyn, withth \Pafer and Teacher in 
thofe acts of Spiritual Raley : which 
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Of Ruling Elders and Deacons. “9 


which are diftinét from the miniftry of the word and Sacraments com- 

mitted to them, of which fore, thefe be, as followeth. I. To open and 13 iTim 4 
font the dores of Gods houfe, by the Admiffion of members approy- 14 Mat 13 
ed by the Church ; by Ordination of officers chofen by the Church: 7.2nes 2.6 
and by excommunication Of notorious and obftinate offenders renoun- 

ced by the Church:and by refforzng of penitents,forgive by the Church 

II. To cali the Church together when there is occafion,and feafonably aas 21.18 | 
to difmifs them again. IL. To prepare mattersin private, that in 2?:73 ; 

publick they may be carried an end with lefs trouble, and more fpee- | 
dy difpatch. IV. To mederate the carriage of all matters in the | 


2Chron.23 | 
19 Rey 2a. )\a 


Church affembled; as, to prepownd matters tothe Church, to Order 
the feafon of {peech and filence ; and to preweuace fentence according 


to the minde of Chrift, with the confentofthe Church. V. Tobe 
Guides and leaders to the Church, in all matters whatfoever, pertaining 
to Church adminiftrations and aGions. VI]. To /ee that none inthe 
Church live inordinately out of rank and place; withouta calling, or 
Idlely intheir calling. WIL To prevent and heal fuch offences in life, 
orindo@rin; as might corruptthe Church. VII. To feed the flock 
of God with a word of admonition. YX. And as they fhall be fent for, 
to vifir,and to pray over their fick brethren. . X. And at other times as 


opportunity fhallferve therunto. 


3. The office of a Deacon is Inftituted in the Church by the 


‘Lord Jefus: fomtime they are called Helps. 


The Scripture tellechus, how they fhould be qualified: Grave, not 
double tongued, not givento much wine, not given to filthy lucree they 


A&s 6,2,3 

C13,V1S¢ 

2 Cor; 8,190 
Heb 13,757 
2Thef2z,10 
11,12 


As 20, 28 
verfe 32 
rThef.s,12 
Jam 5,14 
Adis z0, 29 


A& 65 35V 6 
Phil 1, 1 
1Tim 3,3 
1Cor: 12,28 
1Tim 3,89 


muft firft. be provedand then ufethe office of a Deacon, being found 


Blamelefs. | We oes at ys. 

The office and work ofthe Deacons is to receive the offrings of the 
Church, gifts given,tothe Church, and to keep the treafury of the 
Church : and therwith to ferve the 7 ab/es which the Church is to pro- 


Ads 4, 35 


chap..6,253 
chap 6,2 


vide for: asthe Lords Table, the table of the miniffers, and of fuch Kom 8 


as are in receffiry, to.whom they are to diftribute in fimplicity. 


SHOAL IWS DO. TSI SlOUi ItaeW OU iS 4s thi 
4. The office therefore being limited’ unto’ the care of the’: ¢o.,7.19 


temporal! good things of the Church, it extends not unto the attend- 


ance upon, and adminiftration of the fpirituall things thereof, as the 
word, and Sacraments,orthelike. = ia ) 


"5. The ordinance ofthe Apoftle, and practice of the Church, + cor 12 


commends the Lords day.as a fit time for the contributions of the Saints. 


a 


15253 


SS ee . 


= Five Nf i. 


q Cor. 12. 


Of Ruling Elders and Deacons. 


3 Cor. 13. 6.. The Inftituting of all thefe officers, in the Church, is the 
eet, work of God himfelfe ; ofthe Lord Jefus Chrift; of the holy Ghoft, 
28, Andtherefore fuch officers as he hath not appointed , are altogether 
unlawfull either to be placed inthe Church, or to be retained therin 
‘and are to be looked at as humane creatures, meer Inventions and ape 
pointments of man, tothe great difhonour of Chrift Jefus, the Lord 
of his houfe, the King of his Church, whether Popes, Patriarkes, 
Cardinals, Arch-Bifhops, Lord-Bifoeps, Arch-Deacens, Officials, Com- 
miffuries, and the like, Thefe and the reft of that Hierarchyand Reti- 
nue, not being plants of the Lords planting, fhall all be certeinly 
rooted out, and caft forth. .. | 

; 7. The Lord hath appointed ancient widdows, (where they may be 
2Tim.s.9, had) to minifter inthe Church, in giving attendance to the fick, and 
Ae to give fuccour unto them, and others, in the like neceffities. 


| 7 
1, Beste teste see he sp oe dle oe do che lo che ocho cin? lo ho ele fo cho fo fe ee che cto che cho fe clo cho ee fo of 
serie : CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Elettion of Church- Officers. 


7 Oman may take the honour of a Church- Officer unto himfelf, 
LS but he that was called of God, as was Aaron. | 
2.- Calling unto Office, is either Immediate, by Chrift himfelf : 
Galar.1,. fuch was the callofthe Apoftles, and Prophets ; this manner of cal- 
Aas 14-23 ling ended with them, as hath beenfaid: or AZediate by the Church. 
Fe ay: 3. Itismeet, that before any be ordained or chofen Officers, they 
rTim.s.22. fhould firft be Zryed and proved; becaufe hands are not fuddenly to 
Ae 2, be laid uponany, and both Elders and Deacons muft be of honeft and 
chap.6,3. good report. 

4, Thethings in refpect of which they are to be Tryed, are thofe 
gifts and virtues which the Scripture requireth inmen, thataretobe | 
eleGed into fuch places, viz, that Elders muft be blamele/s, fober,, 
apt. to teach, and endued with fuch other qualihcations asare laid 
down, 1 Tim. 3.and 2. Tit. 1.6.to 9. Deacons to be fitted, as is 
directed, Afts 6.3. 1 Tim. 3.8.to 11. ? 

A& 14,23 5. Officers areto be called by fuch Churches, whereunto they are 
Ss ‘a ‘5 to minifter. Of fuch moment is the prefervation of this power , That 

9 the Churches excercifed itinthe prefence ofthe Apoftles. = 
Gals, 13 6. AChurch being free cannot become /wbject to any, butby 2 
 freeeletion; Pies) yet 


Mat.15.13. 


Heb-§.4- 
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Of the Ele&tion of ChurcheOfficers. II 


Yet when fuch a people do chufe any to be over them in the Lord, web. 13.17 
then do they become fubject, and moft willingly fabmit to their Mi- | 
niftry inthe Lord, whom they have fo chofen. Lica Oe 
7. Andifthe Church have power to chufe their Officers and Mini- Rom.16,17 
fters, then in cafe of manifeft unworthinefs, and delinquency, they | 


have power alfo to depofe them. For to open, and fhut; to chufe 
and refufe; toconftitute in Office, and remove from Office ; are acts 
belonging unto the fame Power. | 

g, We judg itmuch conducing to the well-being and communion Cant. $°8,9 


of Churches , that where it may conveniently be done, Neighbor- | 
Churches be advifed Withal, and their help made ufe ofin the tryal of | 
Church-officers, in order totheir choife. % | 


=. The choife of fuch Church-officers belongeth not to the civil 
Magiftrates, as fuch, or Diocefan-Bifhops, or Patrons: for of thefe 
or any fuch like, the Scripture is wholly filent, as having any power 


| 

therein. . , | 

LERPLLLELL REEL LEERL ELE LEDER EE EERE . 
-CHAP. IX. 


Of Ordination, and Impofition of hands. 


ERG aa as are not only to be chofen by the Church, but alfo aas 13,3: | 
to be ordained by Impofition of hands, and prayer ; with which at caps 14-25 Li 
the ordination of Elders, fasting alfo is to be joyned. rTim.5.22» 

>. This Ordination we account nothing elfe, but the folemn pat- Num.8.10, 


| 
ting of a man into his place and Office in the Church whereunto he 2°00", 


had right before by election, being like the inftalling of a Magiftrate 


~ in the common-wealth. 
Ordination therefore is not to go before, but to follow Eleétiom Aas’¢.s,6.. 


The effence and fubftance of the outward calling of anordinary Offi- @P 473 | : 


cer in the Church doth not confift in his Ordination, but in his volun-  &§ 
tary and free Election by the Church and in his accepting of that Ele- if 
Gion. Whereupon is founded the relation between Paftor and Flock, 


berween fuch a Minifter, and fuch a People. 
_ Ordination doth not conftitute an Officer,nor give him the effentials | 
ofhis Office. The Apoftles were Elders without Impofition of hands | 
by men: Paul and Barnabas were Officers, before that Impofition | 
of Hands, Ags 13. 3. The Pofterity of Levs were Priefts:, and 
ts toe i3ik9 OM Ohi (li 4 Thevits,, 


¥ 


. 


Of Ordination &c, And Church Power. 

.  Levits, before hands were laid on them by the Children of Ifrael. 
Aa ot* 3. In fuch Churches, where there are Elders, Jmpofition of 
1Tim 5,22. hands in ordination is to be performed by thofe Elders. "te 

3 4. In fuch Churches where there are no Elders, Zmpojjtion of 
Numb 8,10 hands may be performed by fome of the Brethren orderly chofen by 
the Churchtherunto. For ifthe people may ele@ officers Which is 


the greater, and wherin the fubftance of the Office confifts, they may 
much more (occafion and need fo requiring) impofe hands in ordina= 
tion, which is the lefS, and but the accomplifhment of the other. 

5. Neverthelefs in fuch Churches where there are no Elders, 
and the Church fo defire, we feenot why Impofition of hands may not 
be performed by the Elders of other Churches. Ordinary officers laid 
hands upon the officers of many Churches: The presbytery at Ephe/us 

stim 14 layd hands upon Timothy an Evangelift. The presbytery at dutioch 
Aas 133 jaid hands upon Pauland Baruabas. | 
Aacso,g 0+ Church Officers, are officers to one Church, even thar parti- 
~*~ cular, over which the Holy Ghoft hath made them overfeers. Info- 
much as Elders are commanded to feed, not all flocks, but that flock 
which is commited to cheir faith and truft, and dependech uponthem. 
Nor can conftant refidence at one congregation, be neceffary fora mi- 
nifter,no nor yet lawful,if he be noc a minifterto one congregation on- 
Aas 20,28 ly, but to the Church univerfall : becaufe he may not atrend one part 
only of the Church, wherto he is a minifter, but he is called to attend 

unto all the flock. 4 | | 

7 Heethatis clearly loofed from his office-relation unto that 
Church wherof he wasa minifter, cannot be looked at as an officer, 
nor perform any a of Office in any other Church unlefs he be again 
orderly called unto Office : which when it fhall be, wee know nothing 
to hinder, but Zmpofition of hands alfo in his Ordination ought to be 
ufed towards him again. For fo Paz] the Apoftle received Lmpo/ition 
of hands twice.atleaft,from Ananias. AGs.9.17.andAdts.i3.3. 


seseste se deste sostoce sas dee estate doco ce choca dostncte aca do pcartotnea tn 
CHAP. Kp 


Of the power of the Church, and its Prefbytery. 


Pfal>,¢ Guetean and Lordly povver over all the Churches upon.earth, doth 
Eph 1,21, only belong unto Jefus Chrift, who ts King of the.Ghurch and the - 
Mut 20,3, Read therof. He hath the Government upon his.fhoulders,and hath al 


powerigivento him, borh in heaven and earth. : 2. A 
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Of the Power of the Church. nn ee 


2. ACompany of profeffed believers Ecclefiafically Confederat, 
as they are a Church before they have officers. & without them ; fo ev- aas 1,23: 
en inthat eftate, /ubordinate Church-power under Chrift deligated © 1473 
to them by him, doth belong to them,in fuch a manneras ts before ex- Mat a33?7 
preffed. C.5.S.2. and as flowing from the very nature and Effence of a Cr 5429 
Church: It being natural to al bodyes,and fo untoa Church body,to be 
furnifhed with fufficient power, for its own prefervatio and fubfiftance. 

3. “This Government of the Church, is a mixc Government (and 
fo hath been ackhowlédged long before the term of Independency was 
Heard of :) Inrefpect of Ghrif,the head and King of the Church,& the pey 3.7 
Sovereign power refidingin him, and exercifed by him, itisa AZo- + Cor 5,12 
narchy : In refpec of the body,or Brotherhood of the Church,and power 
from Chrift granted unto them, it refembles a Democracy, In refpect 
of the Prefbytery and power comited to them, itis an Ariftocracy. 

4. The Sovereign power which is peculiar unto Chrift, 1s exer- 
cifed. I. Incalling the Church out of the world unto holy fellowfhip Gals, 
with himfelfe. II. In inftituting the ordinances ofhis worfhip,and ap- B<v 5,7. 
pointing his minifters and officers forthe difpenfing ofthem. JIT, In tph 4,8, 04! 

iving lawes for the ordering of all our wayes, and the wayes of his Jam 4"? 
houfe. 1V-In giving power and life to all his Inftitutions,and to his peo yim 15: 
ple by them. V.In protecting and delivering his Church againft & from *Co *%4 
all the enemies of their peace. eee ae 

s. The power graunted by Chrift unto the body of the Church 
and Brotherhood, 15 a prerogative or priviledge which the Church doth. 
exercife. I. In Choofing their own officers, whether Elders, or Dea- 
cons. Il. In zdmiffion of their own members, and therfore there is 
great reafonthey fhould have power to Remove any from their fel- ade: 
lowfhip again. Hence incafe of offence any one brother hath power ¢ 926. 


1Tim §,17 


to convince & admonifh an offending brother : and in cafe of not hear- mat 18,15: 


ing him, to take one or two more to fetonthe Admonition,and incafe *% *7 
of not hearing them, to proceed to tell the Church: and as his offence +;, , 10 
may require, the whole Church hath power to proceed to the publick Col 4,17 
Cenfure of him,whether by Admonition,or Excommunication: & upon 
his repentance to reftore him again unto his fromer commu nion. 

"6. Incafe anElder offend incorrigibly the matter fo requiring, 
as the Church had power tocal him to office,fo they have powr ACCOL= Co} 4.37: 


ding ro order(thé counfell of other Churches where it may be had, di- Rom 16.177 


recting therto)to remove him from his office: & being now but a mem- 
ber, in cafe he add contumacy te his fin, the. 
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Of the Power of the Church. i 
3 hb otter it fellowfhip, hat 
ive him into their fell , | 
the Church that had Pea ava hat they have concerning any 
MMA posts fae power to caft him out, that they ) | 
apart can 9 le, is placed by Chrift in the 
pape tea or Rule, ts p 
Bek i7e cyte ane ney eee ements Oy rfore called Ruders,while they rule 
sists, Officers of the Church,who are t viniltrat they are fubje@ to the 
Peck with God: yet in cafe Reigate Eoreeee the Holy - 
; ing as hath bee : i 
Rom, 12,8. Power of the Church, according where itmentioneth Church-Rule, 
Rom, 12,8. i 
rien: Ghoft frequently, yeaa td RH itto Liders tee the work and 
HCoret2, aad Curch-government, afcri eth i heat of obeying their Elders; 
28,29.Heb. duty ofthe people is expreffed in the P Shy Sapa nae 
3.37517 : nd fubediteine themfelves unto them in the eee ‘ol aa conifting 
a8) 'ganick or compleat Chuch is a yr in the Lord. 
that an organic d fome that are governed, in th 
of fome that are Governors,and ome that Feed hy the Tldeie ie ep 
8. The power which Chrift hath Soa Wee calk coe CEGrER 
Aas 20,28 feed and rule the Church of God, ane vet ae members fo called, 
oe tosether upon any weighty occallon, W 2 ata they are come, 
Dany 1632) “Cen ae fEcaufe, may not refufe to come: no Church, before 
Ezek.46,10 without juft caufe, re difmiffed: nor {peak inthe Church, 
Ads 1 Ce Oe Sy ak ey ; Hor continue fo doing, when they 
| the Hiders « ; ; t ent 
Holset they have leave yom ay they oppofe nor contradict the } pret 
require filence, nor may th: fufficient and weighty caufe, becau 
entence of che Elders,without fufficie order, and government, 
ane Pa tiites are manifeftly contrary Snifutic 
: n. 
ea f difturbance, and tend to confufio: niicers: tor 
and in-lets.o ? Iders to examine any Whit dt trees 
s alfo unto the Elder Goh ae®. 
Rett tO. At Deloue ived of the Church: to receiv 
rTiMS59 fc here. ‘before they Pe eed prepare thine forthe Cites 
Sit ee eReR ona ht to the Church,a 7 “matters before the 
Sehiees ought to tters perore tl 
nGoLy- 455 a eee fh handling” . esaeeat sang Paks Helnduatan 
| : wer to declare an ib ith confent of 
Num.6.23 Church they aeons and to pronounce they Alea eee 
he SERS Laftly they have power, when they difmifs ch BaRe oi 
tne urcih: 2 f the Lord. : ae SMES JOM 1O 
inthe name oft i ligt OF basaaid doth. not any. 
to Wie aie power of Government in hip vie eo as neither 
ife prejudice the power of priviledg in the h prejudice the power of 
Wife preju iviledg in the brethren, doth prejudice the power « i 
the power of priviledg int but they may {weetly agree together : 
AG t4-15 government in the pie ple of the Apoftles furnifhed with ie 
at ej e exall it ice and.confent of 
rCors; as wee May ne peas who took inthe concurrence and.confent of 
2Cor.2.5,7 Sreateft Sars rch-adminiftrations. 
| the brethrenin Chu 
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; | Of the Maintenance of Church-Officers | F 5 


_ Alfo that Scripture 2 Cor. 2. 9.and chap. 10.6. do declare, that what 7 
the Churches were to aCtand doin thefe matters, they were to doina 
way of obedience, and that not only to the direction of the Apoftles, | 
but alfo of their ordinary Elders. a | 

11. From the Premifes, namely, that the ordinary power of Go- 
-vernment belonging only to the Elders, power of priviledg remaineth 
with the brotherhood, (as powef of judgmentin matters of cenfure, 
and power of liberty, in’matters of liberty :) It followeth; chatin an 
organick Church, and right adminiftration ; ail Church ads, proceed 
afterthe manner of a mixt adminiftration, foasno Church actcan be 
confumated, or perfected without the confent of both. 


LPLELLEELELEL ERE LEE EL DEE LDL LOPE LEDE 
GHAP XL 
Of the Maintenance of Church-O ficers. 


‘He Apoftle concludes, that neceflary and fufficient maintenance 
*r is due unto the Minifters of the Word: from the law of Nature pag hitee j 
and Nations, fromthe Law of Afofes, the equity thereof, as alfothe 38: 19,7@ | 
Rule of common Reafon. Moreover, the Scripture doth not only cal °°?" 
Elders, Laborers and Workmen , butalfo {peaking of them. doth fay, gataec | 
That the Laborer is worthy of his Hixe: and requiresthat hewhichis ,c..44: 
taughtin the Word, fhould communicate co him in all good things ; verfe 14 
and mentions it as an Ordinance of the Lord, thatthey which preach ° Lama ae 
theGofpel, fhould live of the Gofpel ; «and forbiddeth the muzling : 
of the mouth of the Ox, that treadeth out the Corn. | 
<9, The Scriptures alledged, requiring this maintenance as a boun- 


‘Heb; 13,19 


Beare 


den duty, and dwe debt, and notasa matter ofalms, and free gift ; 
therefore people are not at liberty to do, or not to do, what and 
when they pleafein this matter, no more than tn any’ other com- a 
manded Duty, and Ordinance of the Lord: but onght of Duty, tog. =|) of 
minifter of their caruza/ things to them that labor amongft them inthe 1Cor.9,11 

Word and Doétrine, as wellas they ought to pay any other'Work- 

‘mentheir wages, or to difcharge and fatisfie their other debts, or to 

fubmit themfelves to obferve any other Ordinance of the Lord... 

3. The Apoftle Gal. 6. 6. injoyning that he which is taught, come Gal: 6,6 
munieate to him that teacheth zi all good things : doth not leave itarbi- 
“trary, what, or how much aman fhall give, or in what ON 
a ut 
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) Of Maintenance &c. Of Admiffion of Members 
corn 2, but even the later, as well as the former, is prefcribed and appointed 
. by the Lord. ne ee ys + 

4, Not only Members of Churches, but a/ that are taught.in the 
Galas,é. Word, are to contribute unto him that teacheth, in all good things. 

In cafe that Congregations are defective in their contributions, the 
A&s 6.34 Deacons are to call upon themto do their duty: if their call {uffifech 
not, the Church by her Power isto require it of their Members, and 
where Church-power through the corruption of men, doth not, or 
cannot attain theend, the Magiftrate is to fee the Miniftry duely-pro- 
vided for, as appears from the commended example of Nehemiah: 
stray Soe Magiftrates are nurling Fathers, and nurfing Mothets, and ftand 

"charged with the cuftody of both Tables; becaufe it is better't6 pre- 

vent a fcandal, that ic may not come, and eafier alfo, than to remove it 
when itis given. . Itsmoftfutable to Rule, that by the Churches care 
each man fhould know his propottion according-to Rule, what he 
fhould do, before he doit, that fo his judgment and! heart may Be 
{atisfied in what he doth, and juft offence prevented in'whatits done. 


2Cor.8.13, 
The 
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Of Admiffion of Members into the Church. hited ‘oo. 
a @hron.? 3 He Doors of the Churchés of Chrift upon Earth, do notby Gods 
ae appointment ftand fo wide open, that all forts of people, good 
or bad, may freelyenterthereinat their pleafure ; but fuch as are ad- 


mitted thereto-as Members, ought to be examinedand tried firft, whe- 
ther they be fir and meetto be received irito Church-fociety, or not. 


AGS937 THe Bunuch of efthiopia, before his admiffion, was examined by 


Rey. 2.2. Philip, whether he did beleeve on Jefus Chrift wich all his heare: the 


“Aas 9.36. Angelof the Church at Ephefis is commended for trying fuch as faid 


they were Apoftles and were not: ‘There is like reafon for trying of 
them that profefs themfelves tobe Beleevers: ) 
The Officers are charged with the keeping of the doors of the 

Rev.t1.12. Church, and therefore are ina fpecial manner to make tryal of the fit- 
2cnron?3. nefs of tuch who enter. Twelve Angels are fet at the gates of the Tem- 
A@.2.38 to Ple, left fuch as were ceremonially w#cleaz fhould enter thereinto. 
41660837, 2. The things which areréequifite to be found in all Church-Mem- 

bers, are, Repentance from fin, and Faith inJefus Chrift. , : 

| | bie | An 


Of Admiffion of Members into the Church. 17 
And therefore thefe are the things wherof men are to be examined, at 
their admiffion into the Church andwhich then they muft profefs and 
hold forth in {uch fort,as| may fatisfie rational charity that the things 
arethereindeed. fob» Baptift admitted mento Baptifm, confeffing ae 
and bewailing their fins: and of others it is faid,that they came, and Ads 19.18. 
confeffed, and fhewed their deeds. 

3. The weakeft meafure of Faith is to be accepted in thofe that 
defite to be admitted into the Church : becaufe weak Chriftians if pom. 
fiacere have the /ubftance of that faith, repentance and holinefs which 
is required in Church-Members : and fuch have moft weed of the Ordi- 


"E4els 


nances for their confirmation and growthingrace. The Lord Jefus “****?” 


would not quenchthe fmoaking flax, nor break the bruifed reed, but Mey 4*-"s> 
gather the tender Lambs in his arms, and carry them gently inhis boa 
fom. Suchcharvity and tendernefs is to be ufed, as the weakeft Chri- 
‘ftian, if fincere, may not be excluded, nor difcouraged. Severity of 
examination is to be avoided. 
4. Incafe any through exceffive fear, or other infirmity, be #xable 
to make their perfonal redation of their fpiritual eftate in publick, ’tis 
fufficient that the Elders having received -private fatisfaction, make 
relation thereof in publick beforethe Church, they teftifying their 
affents thereunto; this/being the way thattendeth moft to edification. 
But whereas perfons:are of better abclities, there itis moft expedient, 
that they make their relations andiconfeffions perfonally with their own Pial.66.14 
month, as David profeflett of himfelf. | 
5- Aperfonal and publick-confefron, anddeclaring of Gods man- 
ner of working upomthe foul, is boch lawful, expedient, and ufeful, 
infundry refpects, and uponifundry grounds. Thofe three thou- 
fand, Adis, 2. 37. 41. before they were admitted by the Apoftles, 
did manifeft that they were pricked in their hearts at Peters: Sermon, 


‘together withiearneft: defire to be delivered from their fins, which 


now wounded their confciences, and their ready receiving of the 


thefe: are: the reafons of awell grounded Hope. I have not hidden spkef.1.18. 


Word of Promife'and Exhortation, We are to be ready to render 
a:reafon of the hope that is in us;to every one that asketh.us : therfore 
we muft: be able and: ready upon any occafion to declare and fhew 
Our repentance for fin, faith unfeigned, and effelludl calling , becaufe y.4, 15.0; 


I Pets3. 1h 


thy r1ghteoufnefs:from'the great Congregaaion. P/al. 40. 10. 
of las 6. This 
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18 Of Admiffion of Members into the Church. 


6. This profeffion of Faith and Repentance, asic muft.be made by 
fuch at their admiffion, that were never in Church-fociety before: fo 
nothing hindreth but the fame may alfo be performed by fuch as 
have formerly been Members of fome other Church, and the Church 
to which they now joyn themfelves as Members, may lawfully require 
the fame. Thofe three thoufand, Ais 2. which made their con-' 

Mat.3-5,6 feflion, were Members of the Church of the Jews before, fo were they 

3 Tim,.24. that were baptized by 7ohz. . Churches mayerr in their admiffien : 
and Perfons regularly admitted may fallinto offence. Otherwife, if 
Churches might obtrude their Members, or if Church-members might 
obtrude themfelves upon other Churches,without due tryal, the mat- 
ter fo requiring, both the liberty of Churches would hereby be infrin- 
ged,in that they might not examin thofe, concerning whofe fitnefs for 
Communion, they were unfatished : and befides the infringing of their 

Cant8.8- Jiberty,the Churches themfelves would unavoidably be corrupted,and 
the Ordinances defiled, whilft they might not refufe, but muft receive 
the unworthy, whichis contrary unto the Scripture, teaching that 
all Churches are Sifters, and therefore equal. 

7. The like tryal is to be required from fuch Members of the 
Church, as were born inthe fame, or received their Memberfhip, and 
were baptized in their infancy or minority, by vertue of the Covenant 
of their Parents, when being grown up unto years of difcretion, they 
Chall defireto be made partakers of the Lords Supper: unto which, 

Marth ie becaufeHoly things muft not be given unto the unworthy,therefore it 

1Coriz is requifite, that thefe as well as others, fhould come to their tryal and 

its examination, and manifeft cheir Faith and Repentance by an open 
profeffion thereof, before they are. received to the Lords Supper, and 
otherwife not to be admitted thereunto. k | 

Yet thefe Church-members that were fo born, or received in their 
Child-hood, before they are capable of being: made partakers of full 
cémunion,bave many priviledges which others(moc Church-members) 
have not: they are in Covenant with God, have the feal thereof upon 
them, viz. Baptifm; and fo ifnot regenerated, yet are in a more 
hopeful way of atraining regenerating grace, and al the fpiritual Blef- 
fings both of theCovenant and Seal; they are alfo underChurch-watch, 


and confequently fubject,to the reprehenfions, admonitions and cen . 
fares thereof, for their healing and amendment,as need fhall require. _ 
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Of the Removal of Church-Members. | 19 . 
LEPELEELEEEL ELLE EEE H EEE LED h eho ee | 
| CHAR. XU.. | 


Of Church-members their removal from one Church to another, and of 
| Letters of recommendation, and difmiffion. 


Go ost Se may not remove or depart {rom the Church, pebroas- 
jand fo one from another as they pleaf, nor without juft & weigh- 
ty caufe but ought to live and dwell together: for as muchas they are 
commanded, not to forfake the aflembling of themfelves together. 
Such departure tends to the diflolution and ruine of the body: as 
the pulling of ftones, and pieces of timber from the building, and of. 
mémbers from the naturall body, tend to the deftruction of the 
whoie. . 
2. Itis therfore the duty of Church-members, in fuch times 
and places when counfell may be had, to-confule with the Church Prov. rx. 
wherof they are members, about their removal, that accordingly ** 1: a 
they having their approbation, may be incouraged or otherwife de- 
fit. They who are joyned with confent, fhould not. depart with- 
outconfent, except forced therunto. 3 : i] 
3. If a members departure be manifeftly unfafe, and finfull, Romr423,  §f 
the Church may not confent therunto: for info doing, they fhould Ae fat 
notactin faith : and fhould pertake with him inhis finn. Ifthe cafe 
be doubrfull and the perfon not to be perfwaded, it feemeth beft to 
| leave the matter unto God, and not forcibly todetayn him. _ | 
| 4. Juft reafons for a members removal of himfelf from the Church 7 
are, 1 1famancannot continue without partaking in fiz: 11.Incafe Bebs1% | 
| 
: 
; 
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ste 
= 


J : As 9.25. 
of perfonal perfecution, {0 Paul departed fromthe Defciples at Darma/= ani ver29,. 


cus. Alfo, in cafe of general perfecution, when all are feattered. 3°9°> | 
111. Incafe of real,and not only pretended,waxr of competent {ubfif Nek.13.10. . 
tance, a door being opened for better fupply in another place, toge- 
ther with the meanes of fpiritual edification. Inthefe, or like cafes, 
a member may lawfully remove, and the Church cannot lawfully de- 
taine him. ws 

| 5. To feparate from a Church, either out of contempt of their _ 

holy fellowfhip, or out of covetou/nefs, or for greater inlargements.* 14:1 
with juft greife tothe Church; or out of Schif/m,or Want of love; and Rom:16,17 
out of a {pirit of contention in refpect of fome unkindnels, or fome evil 4° ° 
onlyconceived;= ORR or 
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Of the Removal of Church-Members. 


orindeed,in the Church which mightand fhould be tolerated & hea« 

ted wich a fpirit of meeknefs,& of which evil the Church is not yet c3-— 
vinced, (though perhaps himfelfe bee) nor admonifhed : for thefe or 
like reafons to withdraw from publick communion,in word,or feales, 
or cenfures,is unlawfull and finfull. | 

6. Such members as have orderly removed their habiratioa 
ought to joyn themfelves unto the Church inorder, where they doe 
inhabit ifit may bee; otherwife, they can neyther perform the du- 
tyes, nor receive the priviledges of members ; fuch an example tolera- 
ted in fome, is apt to corrupt others ; which if many fhould follow, 
would threaten the diffolution and confufion of Churches,contrary to” 
the Scripture. 

7. Order requires, thatamember thus removing, have letters 
tePtimonial; and of difmiffion from the Church wherof he yet is,unto the 
Churchavherunto he defireth to be joyned, left che Church fhould be 
deluded; thatthe Chuch may receive him in faith; and not be corrupt- 
ed by receiving deceivers, and falfe brethren. Untill the perfon dif 
miffed be received into another Church, he ceafeth not by his letters 
of difmiffion tobea member of the Church wherofhewas. The 
Church cannot make a member no memberbut by excommunication. 

8. If a member be called to remove only for atime, where a 
Church is, letters of Recommendation are requifite,and fufficient for 
communion with that Church,in the ordinances,& in their watch : as 
Phebe, a fervant of the Church at Cenchrea,had letters written for her 
to the church of Rome,that fhee might be recé¢ived,as becometh faints. 

9 Such letters of Recommendation and. difmiffion were written 
for Apollos : For Marcus to the Colofians ; for Phebe tothe Romans ; 
for fadry others to other Churches; & the Apoftle telleth us that fome 

erfons, not fufficiently known otherwife,have fpecial need offuch 
iets though he for his part had no need therof.The ufe of them is 
to be a benefit,& help to the party for whom they are written; & for 
the furthering of his receiving amongft the Saints in the place wherto 
he goeth, and the due fatisfaction of them in their receiving of him. 
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CHAP. XIV. | 
Of excommunication ana other Cenfures. 


T He Ceafures of the Church, are appointed by Chrift,for.the. pre- 
venting, removing, eam and 
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and healing of offences inthe Church : for the reclaiming and gaining Jsde =», | 
Cutr1 3,24: 


| of offending brethen : for the deterring of others from the like offen- sia 555 

ces : for purging out the leaven which may infe& the whole lump: for Rom:2,24 | | 
vindicating the honor of Chrift,and of his Church, & the holy profef rev: 2,14 
fion of the Gofpel:.and for preventing of the wrath of God, that may 15.16x20- 
juftly fall upon:the Charch,ifthey fhould fuffer his covenant,and the 
feales therof,to be prophaned by notorious and obftinate offenders. 

2. Ifan offence be private (one brother offending another) the Mat: 5,23, 

offender isto goe,& acknowledg his repentance for it unto his offend- *4 buk:17, 

ed brother; whois thento forgive him, but if the offender neglect or ~ : | 
refufetodo it, the brother offended is to goe,& convince & admonifh 
him of it, between themfelves privatly : 1f therupon the offender be 
brought to repent of his offéce the admonifher hath won his brother, 
but if the offender hear not his brother,the brother offended isto take yun ye 
with-him one or two more, that inthe mouth oftwo orthree witnef- 
fes, every werd may be eftablifhed, (whether the word of admonition 
if.the offender receive it,or the word Of complaint,ifhe refufe it: ) for 
if he refufe it,the offended brother is by the mouth of the Elders to tel 
‘the Church;and if he hear the Church,and declare the fame by penitét 
 eonfeffion,he isrecovered and gayned;and if theChurch difcern him to 
be willing to hear, yet not fully convinced of his offence, asincafe of Ti: 2,18 

herefy, they are to difpence to hima publick admonition 5 which de- 


\ 
Mat; 18,15 


r 
i 
Verfe 177 i 


and criminal nature,to wit,fuch as are condéned by the light of nature; 
thenthe Church without fuch graduall proceeding, is to caft outthe 
offender, from their holy communion, for the further mortifying of his 
finn and theshealing of his foule,in the day of the Lord Jefus. 

4, Indealing with an offender,great care is to be taken,that wee 
be neither overftri@ or rigorous,nor too indulgent or remifs : our pro- Gog, 
ceeding herein ought to be with a fpirit of meeknefs, confidering our ee 

{elves left wee alfo be tempted:& that the beft of us have need of much 4,...,8,5, 

forgivnes from the Lord: Yet the wining & healing of the offéders foul, 255.6 6s. us. 
being the end of thefe endeavors,wee muft not daubwith untempered 3) ag 
morter, nor heal the wounds of our brethren flightly. On fome have 614 7 
compaffion, others fave with fear. s, while 


- claring the offender to ly underthe publick offence of theChurch doth 
therby with-hold or fufpend him from the holy fellowfhip of the ||. | | 
Lords fupper, till his offence be removed by penitent confeffion. Ifhe “*"" ae 
——ftill continue obftinate they are to caft him out by excommunication. | 
'3. Butifthe offence be more pudlickat firft,and of a more heynous 1 Cor Soto | 

w. Vere 2h © 
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22 Of Excommunication, and other Cenfures. 
Mat,18,17 5, Whilethe offender remains excommunicate, the Church is to 
1.Cor,t,0t ‘ 5 cli 2 icoo lah oil 
athens refrarn frem all member-like communion with him in fpirituall things, 
a and alfo from al familiar comunto with him in civil things,farther then - 
the neceffity of natural,or domeftical, or civil relations do require: and 
are therfore to forbear to eat & drink with him,that he may be a/bamed. © 
6. Excommunication being a fpirituall punifhmenc, ic doth not 
prejudice the excommunicat in,nor deprive him of his civil rights,and 
therfore toucheth not Princes, or other Magiftrates, in point oftheir _ 
2Cor,t4, ‘civil dignity orauothority. And, the excommunicate being but as a 
7437) . . : 
publican anda heathen, heathens being lawfully permitted to come 


‘2 Thef,3,14 to hear the word in Church affemblyes ; wee acknowledg therfore the 


like liberty of hearing the word, may be permitted to perfons excom- 
municate, that is permitted unto heathen. And becaufe wee are not 
- without hope of his recovery, wee are not to account him as anene- 

my, but to admonith him asa brother. : 7 

7. -If the Lord fanétifie the cenfure to the offender, foas by the 

2€or,1,7,8 grace of Chrift,he doth teftifie his repentance,with humble confeffion 
” of his fin, and judging of himfelf,giving glory unto God ; the Church 
is then to forgive him,and to comfort him,and to reffore him tothe 

wonted brotherly communion, which formerly he injoyed with them: 

g. The fuffering of prophane or fcandalous Livers to continue 

Rev;?,14, in fellowfhip,and partake in the Sacrament, is doubtlefs a great finin 
15, ver,20 thofe that have power in their handsto redrefs it, and do itnot. Ne- 
Mat,23,3 yerthelefs,in as much as Chrift and his Apoftles in their times, and the 
4@3*  Drophets and other godly intheirs, did lawfully partake of the Lords 
commanded Ordinances in the Jewifh Church, and neither taught nor 
practifed /eparatien from the fame, though unworthy-ones were per- 

mitted therin ; and inafmuch as the faithfull in the Church of Corinth, 

wherin were many unworthy perfons, and practifes, are never com- 

* Gor, 6 sanded to abfent themfelves from the Sacraments, becaufe of the 


eae fame: therfore the godly in like cafes, ave not prefently to feparate. 

9. As feparation from fuch a Church wherin profane and fcane 
dalous Livers are tolerated,is not prefently necefflary : fo for the mem- 
bers therof, otherwife worthy, hereupon to abftain from communi- 

achron, 29 cating with fuch a Church, in the participation of the Sacraments, 1s 
35.” 3° unlawfull. For as it were unreafonable for an innocent perfon to be 


Gen, 18,25 punithed, for the faults of others wherin he hath no hand and wher- - 
unto he gave no confent: fo is itmore unreafonable, that a godly 
| | rata man 
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Of the Communion of Churches one with another. Py 


man fhould neglect duty, and punith himfelfin not coming for his 
portion, in the bleffing of the feals, as he ought, becaufe others are 

{uffered to come, that ought not, efpecially confidering that himfelf 

doth neither confent to their fin, nor to their approaching to the Or- 

dinance intheir fin, nor tothe nesle& of others who fhould Puta bo te 

them away,and do not : but onthe contrary doth heartily mourn for | 

thefe things, modeftly and feafonably ftirup others to do their duty: 

¥ the Church cannot be reformed, they may ufe their liberty as is {pe- 
‘cified, chap. 13. Sect. 4s But this all the Godly are bound unto, even 

every one to do his endeavor, according to his power and place, that 


the unworthy may be duely proceeded againft by the Church, to 
whom this matter doth appertain. ) | 


PRR L ERR ee eh he kek ree he tecb loch decd hoako hecho de dortacodocte 
e CEUAP.” AY, | 
Of the Communion of Churches one with another. _ 
A Lrhough Churches be‘diftin@, and therefore may not be con- 
founded one with another: and equal, and therefore have not Cink fe 8. 
dominion one over another: yet all the Churches ought to preferve Rom-16.16 
Church-communion one with another, becanfe they are all united unto re’ a 
Chrift, not only as a Myftical, but asa Political Head ; whence. is Rev->- 1. 
derived 4 communion fuitable thereunto. 
2. The communion of Churches is exercifed fundry ways. 

1. By way of mutual care intaking thought for one anothers Cant 8. &. 
welfare. POD LY 1M Gs SETIO Sil GUeM | 9 
OIL. By way of ¢on/ulration One with another,when we have occafie 
on to require the judgment and counfel of other-Churches,touching - 
any perfon, or caufe wherewith they may be better acquainted than 
our felves.’ “As the Church of Antioch confulted with the Apoftles 
and Elders of the Chutch at feru/alem,about the queftion of circum- Aas 15,2 
cifion of the'Gentils,and about the falfe Teachers that broached that 
Doétrin: “In which ¢afe; when any Church wanteth light or peace a- aas 15,6, 
mongft, themfelvs,it is a way of communion of Churches (according — 
co the Word) to meet together by their Elders and other Meffengers Ver! 22,7; 
- ina Synod;to‘confider-& argue the points in doubt, or difference,and 
having found-outhe way of truthand peace, to commend the fame. 
by their Letters:and ‘Me ffengers to the Churches, whom the fame 
may concerm 9 602 5. B:} But 
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Of the Communion of Churches. 
But if a church be rent with divifions amongft themfelves, or lie un- 
der any open fcandal,& yet refufe to confule with otherChurches, for 
healing or removing of the fame; it is a matter of juft offence both te 
the LordJefus,and to otherChurches,as bewraying too much want of 
mercy and faithfulnefs, not to feek to bind up the breaches and 
wounds ofthe Church and Brethren ; and therefore the ftate of fuch 


a Church calleth aloud upon other Churches, to exercife a fuller ad 


Gal. ze IIe 


Be 14. 


Mat.18.15, 


of brotherly communion, to wit, by way of Admonstion. 

rrr, A third way then of communion of Churches is by way of 
admonition, to wit, Incafe any publick offence be found in a Church, 
which they either difcern not, or are flow in proceeding toufe the 
means forthe removing and healing of. Pas! had no authority ovet 
Peter,yet when he fawPeter not walking with a right foot,he publick- 
ly rebuked him before the Church : tlfough Churches have no more 
authority one over another,than one Apoftle had over another ; yet 
as oneApoftle might admonith another,fo may oneChurch admonifh 
another,and yet without ufurpation.In which cafe,if theChurch that 
lyeth under offence,do not hearken to theChurch which doth admo- 


a6, 17. by nifh her,theChurch is to acquaint other neighbor-churches with that 
Proportion: 4 éfence, which the offending Church ftill lieth under, cogether with 


their neglect of the brotherly admonition given unto them ; where- 
upon thofe other Churches are to joyn in feconding the admonition 
formerly given: and if ftil the offending Church continue in obftina- 
cy and impenitency,they may forbear comunion with them; and are 
to proceed to make ufe of the help of a Synod,or counfel of neighbor 
churches walking orderly (ifa greater cannot conveniently be had) 

for their convidion, Ifthey hear notthe Synod, the Synod having © 
declared them to be obftinate, particular Churches approving and 
accepting of the judgment of the Synod, are to declare the fentence 
of non-communion refpectively concerning them : and thereupon 
out of a religious care to keep their own communion pure,they may. 
juftly withdraw themfelves from participation with them at the 
Lords Table, and from fuch other Acts of Holy communion, as the 
communion of Churches doth otherwife allow and require. Nevet- 
thelefs, ifany Members of fuch a Church as lieth under publick of- 
fence, do notconfent to the offence of the Church, butdoin due 


Gea.18.25, fort bear witnels againftit; they are ftil to be received to wonted 


communion : for itis notequal, that che innocent fhguld fuffer with 
the offenfive. i Seaueet Yea 
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Of the Communion of Churches. i¥ 
Yea furthermore; if fach innocent Members after due waiting in 
the ufe of all good means for the healing of the offence of their 
awn Church,fhal at laft( with the allowance of the counfel of neigh« 
bor Churches) withdraw from the fellowfhip of their own Church; 
and offer themfelves to the fellowfhip of another; we judg it law- 
full for che other Church to receive them (being otherwife fit) as if 
they had been orderly difmiffed to them from their own Church. 
iv. A fourth way of communion of Churches, is by way of Parté- 
_ cipation: the Members of one Church occafionally coming unto a- 
mother, we willingly admic them to partake with us at the Lords 
Table, it being the feal of our communion not only with Chrift, nor 
only with the Members of cur own Church, but alfo with all the 
Churches of the Saints; in which regard, we refufe not to baptize 
_— their children prefented tous, if either their own Minifter be abfent, 
or fuch a fruit of holy fellowfhip be defired with us. In like cafe 
fuch Churches as are furnifhed with more Minifters than one,do wil- 
lingly afford one of their own Minifters ro fupply the place of an ab- 
fent or fick Minifter ofanother Church fora needful feafon. 

v. A fifth way of Church-communion is,by way of Recommendation Rom. 16.1, 
when a Member of one Church hath occafion to refidein another 
Chusch ; if but for a feafon we commend him to their watchful fel- 
lowfhip by letters of recommendation: but if he be calted to fettle | 
_hisabode there, we commit him according to his defire, to the fel- Ads 18.27, 
lowfhip of their Covenant, by letters of difmiffion. ) 

wi. A fixt way of Church-communion, isin cafe of Need, to Mini- 
fter relief andfuccor one unto another: either of able Members to A@s 11.22. 
furnifhthem with Officers ; or of outward fupport to the neceffities vere, 29. 

-» of poorer Churches ; as did the Churches of the Gentiles contribute Ro™13-26 
liberally to the poor Saints at Jerufalem, 2 Be 
3. When a company of Beleevers purpofe to gather into Churchi-) - 

fellowship, it is requifite for their fafer proceeding, & the maintain- 

ing of che communion of Churches,that they fignitie their intent un- 


to the neighbor Churches, walking according unto the order of the Sa oty 


1Corf2.¥3 


Gofpel,and defire their prefence,and help,and right hand of fellow- propertiogy, - 


fhip which they ought readily to give unto them, when there is ho 

juft caufe of excepting againft their proceedings. 
4. Befides thefe feveral waies of communion, there is alfo a 
way of propagation of Churches , whenaChurch thal Srow too ni 
i 2 merous 
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26 OF Synods. 


Ifay 40.20. merous, itis.a way, & fit feafon, to propogate one Church out of an- 
<aus:8.?? other, by fending forth fuch of ae eee as are willing to ween 
and to procure fome Officers to them, as may enter with them Jinto 
Church-eftate amongft themfelves: as Bees, when the hive is too ful, 
iffue forth by fwarms, and are gathered into other hives, fo the 
Churches of Chrift may do the fame upon like neceffity ; and therin 
hold forth to them the right hand of fellowfhip, both in their gathe- 
ring into a Church ; and in the ordination of their Officers. . 
Seeded bode pede ecto doce deste Stokes dodo ctedecich deo 
' . “CHAP XVI. ee 
Of Synods. : 
Ynods orderly affembled, and rightly proceeding according to 
A&s 15.2, the pattern, Adis 15. we acknowledg as the ordinance of Chrift : 
© 15. and though not abfolutely neceffary to the being, yet many times, 
through the iniquity of men, and perverfnefs of times neceffary to 
the wel-being of Churches, for the eftablifhment of truth, and 
peace therein. | 
2. Synods being Spiritual and Ecclefiaftical Affemblyes, are 
therfore made up of Spiritual and Ecclefiaftical caufes: The next effi- 
cient caufe of them under Chrift,is the power-of the Churches, fend- 
Beye, aUB forth their Elders,& other Meffengers ; who being met together 
were 23s heName of Chrift,are the matter of the Synod : and they inargu- 
Verle 6 ing, debating, and determining matters of Religion according to the 
ver.7t023, Word,and publifhing the fame to the Churches whom it concerneth, 
vere yx. do putforth the proper and formal acts of a Synod;to the conviction 
AGS 16-4. of errors, and herefies, and the eftablifhment of truth and peace in. 
z, 5 the Churches, which is the end of a Synod. » ; | Ph, 
3. Magiftrates have power to caila Synod, by calling to the. 
.Chron.29 Churches to fend forth their Elders and other Meffengers,to’counfel 
4,5-t0 1% and adit them in matters of Religion: but yet the conftituting of a 
Synod,is a Church act,and may be tranfacted by the Churches, even 
Ads. 15. hen civil Magiftrates may be enemies to Churches, and to Church- 
Affemblyes. : 4 vied oT us, 
- 4. Itbelongeth unto Synods and Counfels, to debateand deter-: 
Ags 37. 1. min controverfies of faith, and cafes of confcience; to clear from the: 
a ee Word holy directions for the holy Worfhip of God, & good govern- 
33. ment of the Church, to-bear witnefs againft mifadminiftration and. 
oa ~  -Corrupe 
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Corruption in dodtrine or maners in any particular Church, & to 2Chron.2s 


give directions for the reformation therof: Not to exercife Church- £2 15,14 


cenfures in way Of difcipline, nor any other act of church authority ver! +8379) 
or jurifdi@tion: which that prefidentiall Synod did forbeare. 

5. The Synods directions and determinations, fo farras confo- 
nant to the word of God, are to be received with reverence & fubs 
miffion ; not only for their agreement therwith (which is the princi- 
pal ground therof,and without which they bind not atall: ) butalfo 
fecondarily, for the power wherby they are made, as being an ordi- ~ 
nance of God appointed therunto in his word. 

6. Becaufe itis difficult, if not impoffible, for many churches to: 
com al together in one place,in al their members univerfaly :therfore 
they may affemble by their delegates or meffengers, as the church of 
Antioch went not allto Jerufalem, but fome fele@ men for that pur- age 15, 2 
pofe. Becaufe noneare or fhould be more fit to know the ftate 
of the churches, nor to advife of wayes for the good thereof than 
Elders ; therfore itis fit that inthe choyce of the meffengers for fuch 
affemblies,they have fpecial refpect unto fuch.Yet in as much as not ,,_ | 
only Paul & Barnabas, but certayn others alfo were fent to Terufalem Gara ae 
from Antioch. Acts 15.and when they were come to Jerufalem, not’ 
only the Apoftles & Elders,but other brethren alfo doe affemble,& 
meet about the matter;therfore Synods are toconfift both of Elders, 

& other church-members,endued with gifts, & fent by the churches, 
not excluding the prefence of any brethren inthe churches. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Of the Civil Magiftrates power in matters 
Ecclefiaftical. 
T islawfull, profitable, And neceffary for Chriftians to gather: 

| themfelves into Church eftate, and therin to exercife all the or-" | 
dinances of Chirft according uato the word, although confent ofthe aa, 2. 
Magiftrate could not be had therunto ; becaufe the Apoftles & Chri- 41, ae 
ftians in their time did frequently thus practife,when the Magiftrates "7°" 
being all of them Jewith or pagan, and moftly perfecuting enemies, | i 
would give no countenance or confent to fuch matters. | 

2. Church-government ftands in no oppofition to civil government 


of common-wealths,nor any way intrencheth upon the ae if John18 36 | 
‘bocadaean nana iVi | 
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Of the Civil Magiftrates Power 
\ Joba =f.3. Civil Magiftrates in their jurifdictions ; nor any whit weakueth their 
| Ads 25-8 hands in governing, but rather ftrengchneth them,and furthereth the 
k | people in yielding more hearty & confctonable obedience unto them, 
4 whatfoever fome ill-affected perfons to the wayes of Chrift have fug. 


fl gefted, to alienate the affections of Kings and Princes form the ordi- | 

v nances of Chrift; as if the Kingdom of Chrift in his church could noe | 

, 4 rife & ftand, without the falling & weakning of their government, 

. i fay 49.23. Which is alfo of Chrift: wheras the contrary is moft true, that they 
| 


may both ftand together and flourifh the one being helpfull unto the 
other, in their diftinct and due adminiftrations. 
3. The power and authority of Magiftrates is not for the reftrai- 
a ing of churches, or any other sood workes,but for helping in & fur 
Tim. 2.2. thering therof; & therfore the confent & countenanse of Magiftrates 
when it may be had, is not cobe flighted, or lightly efteemed ; but - 
onthe contrary; it is part of that honour due to chriftian Magiftrates 
to defire & crave their confent & approbation therin: which being 
obtayned, the churches may then proceed in their way with much 
more encouragement, and comfort. 
4 Itis not inthe power of Magiftrates to compell their fubjects. 
to become church-members, and to partake at the Lords table; 
Feck.14.7. for the priefts are reproved, that brought dworthy ones into the fan- 
; Ctuarie : then,as it was unlawful for the preifts,fo it isas unlawful to 
be done by civil Magiftrates. Thofe whom the church is to caft out 
if they were in, the Magiftrate ought not to thruft into the church, 
norito hold them therin. 

5: As it is unlawfull for church-officers to meddle with the 
Math, 20, {word of the Magiftrate,fo is it tilawfull for the Magiftrate to meddle 
25.26. with the work proper to church officers:the Acts of Mofes & David, 
=e chron. sg WhO were not onlyPrinces,but Prophets,were extraordnary; therfore 
i6,17, notimitable. Againft fuch ufurpation the Lord witneffed,, by {mi- 
ting. Uzziah with leprofie, for prefuming to offer incenfe. 

6. Itisthe duty of the Magiftrate, totake care of matters of 
religion,and to improve his civil authority for the odferving of the 
Pfal. 82.2. duties commanded inthe firft, as well as for obferving of the duties” 

- commanded inthe fecond table. They are called Gods. The end 

‘yTime. 1, Of the Magiftrates office, is not only the quiet & peaceable life of the 
m, fubject, in matters of righteoufnefs and honefty, but alfo in matters 
of godlinefs, yea of all godlinefs. Mofes, Jofhua, David, esonet 

ay 
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in Matters Ecclefiaftical. 29 
Afa, Jehofhaphat Hezekiah, Jofiah, are much commended by the ! Kings iS 
Holy Ghoft.for the putting forth their authority in matters of religi- : fn 
on: onthecontrary, fuch Kings as have been fayling this Way, are 6-14-4015 
frequently taxed & reproved by the Lord.And not only the Kings of she it 
Judah, but alfo Job, Nehemiah, the King of Niniveh, Darius, 29-25.¢.31 
Artaxerxes, Nebucadnezar, whom none looked at as types of Ch rift, ome sd 
(though were it fo, there were no place for any juft objeCtion,) are 7- Ezra 7. 
comended in the book of God, for exercifing their authority this wave 7 
7 The object of the power of the Magiftrate, are not things 
meerly inward,and fo not fubje@t to his cognifance & view,as unbe- 
feif, hardnefs of heart, erronious opinions not vented ; but only fuch 
things as are acted by the outward man ; neither is their powerto be 
-exercifed, in commanding fuch as of the outward man, and puni-- 
fhing the neglect therof,as are but meer inventions, &devices of men. 
but about fuch adts,as are commanded & forbidden in the word; yea 
fuch as the word doth clearly determine,though nor alwayes clearly 
to the judgment of the Magiftrate or others, yet clearly in it felfe, 
In thefe he of right ought to pute forth his authority, though 
oft-times actually he doth it not. | 
8 Idolatry, Blafphemy, Herefy, venting corrupt and pernicious Rh Saas 
opinions, that deftroy the foundation, open contempt of the word :Zach.13.3. 
preached, prophanation of the Lords day, difturbing the peaceable Nob:13+7 & 
adminiftration & exercife of the worfhip & holy things of God,and Rom. 13.4. 
thedike, are tobe reftrayned, and punifhed by civil authority. 
9 Ifany church, one or more thall grow fchifmaticall, rending 
it felf from the communion of other churches, or fhallwalke incor- 
rigibly or obftinately in any corrupt way of cheir own, contrary to 
the rule of the word; infuch cafe, the Magiftrate is to put forth his 
coercive power, as the matter fhall require. The tribes on this fide Jothna.22 
jordan intended to make warr againft the othertribes, | 
| for building the alter of witnefs, whom they 
_ fufpeded to have turned away 
therin from follwing 
ELE of the Lord. 
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